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TO THE

FRATERNITY.

MY DEAR BRETHREN ,

IT is w ell kn ow n th a t throughou t my
Whole life I have been ,

n ot merely a lover of

Ma sonry, but a n en thusiast—a champion for

th e purity of its forms a n d ceremon ies—zea lous

for its u nin terrupted prosperity— a n d fearful

lest the w orld should misun derstand its refer

en ces, or misinterpret its ben evolent design s .
Sensitively alive to its interests a n d repu tation

,

I have defen ded it With my u tmost abilities
,

a n d have mourn ed w hen the miscon duct of a n

individua l bro ther, h a s given its en emies a n

a dva n tage
,
a n d caused them to exult in an
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iv PREFACE.

imagin ary triumph . I w ell remember in my
earlymason ic days

,
before I became acquainted

w ith the true bearin g a n d excellence of th e

institution , the bitter mortifica tion to which I

found myself subjected, when an expert a n

ta gon ist advanced arguments again st the Order,
w hich I w a s n ot prepared to refute ; for th e
mason ic literature of that day w a s circum

scribed w ithin a very n arrow compass , and

exten ded in formation on the subject of ma .

son ry w a s difficult of attainment .

It is a matter of infinite gratification to me,
that this un favourable state of thin gs n o lon ger

exists , a n d that I have h ved to a period w hen

the fratern ity have roused themselves to a

sense of duty, a n d entertain a feelin g that the

dign ity of Freemasonry requires some exertions

on their part, to promote its popularity, a n d

place it on a level w ith o ther scien tific in stitu

tion s and w h o for this great purpose, employ

th eir talen ts through the medium of the Press,
to display its u tility a s a benevolent Order

,

promoting at once the inve stigation s of science,

a n d the practice of everymoral and social virtue .



PREFACE . V

For severa l years I have been in the habit

of receivin g letters from brethren in differen t

pa rts of the kingdom
,
w h o ha ve been entrusted

w ith the arran gemen t of a ny importantmason ic

celebration
,
enquiring into the usages of a n

tiquity on pa rticular po ints, that the ceremonial

may be con ducted in strict accordance w ith

the Con stitu tions of the Order . A marked

anxiety so un iformly displayed amon gst the

whole body of masons
,
h a s suggested the pro

priety of some general answ ers to all enquiries

of this n ature, a s a measure w hich w ould n ot

on ly be w ell received
,
but hailed a s a boon by

the fratern ity at la rge .

For this purpose it is n ot to be doubted but

that a Manu al embracing legitimate informa

tion on all cases w hich ca n possibly arise
,
will

be peculiarly acceptable to the W. Masters

a n d Officers of a Lodge in particular, a n d to

every brother w h o is desirous of becomin g

w ell versed in the usages a n d cu stoms of

masonry in primitive times .

On this plan
,
therefore

,
the presen t little

volume h a s been con structed .

r
I
‘
h e informa
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tion w hich it conta ins h a s been carefully

a rran ged by a comparison of the rites prao

tised by our an cient brethren , w ith tho se which

are enjoined by the United Grand Lodge of

England ; and it appears extremely probable

tha t the fraternity w ould glady adopt a n

un iformity of practice on points w here they

ha ve hitherto been at a . loss to determine

w hether ceremonies of constant recurren ce are,
or are n ot, in accordance w ith ancient u sage .

In this enqu iry the customs of foreign

Lodges have n ot been overlooked ; a n d it is

hoped that this little volume w ill constitute

a n u nerring book of reference w hich can not

fail to be of incalculable service to the frater

n ity. It is almost entirely practical ; and the

direction s have been drawn up in strict con

formity w ith the Con stitutions of our ow n

Gran d Lodge so tha t the brethren may adopt

them in full con fidence that they are a s sound

and legitimate a s if they h ad been enjoined by

authority .

G . O.

Scop w ic/c Vica rage,

% ammy lst, 1849.
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THE BOOK OF THE LODGE .

CHAP . I .

WHAT IS MASONRY ?

Kin g Athelsta n ca used a gen era l a ssembly of a ll ma son s in
th e rea lme a t York, a n d there ma de ma n yma son s, a n d gave
them a deepe Charge for observa tion of such a rticles a s belon g
to ma son ry , a n d delivered them a charter to keepe, a n d w hen
h is Assembly w a s ga thered together h e ca used a cry to bema de,
tha t if a n y ma son of them h a d a w ritin g tha t did con cern e
ma son ry, or could in forme th e Kin g in a n ythin g orma tter tha t
w a n tin g in th e sa id Scien ce a lrea dy delivered, tha t they or h ee
shou ld deliver them to th e Kin g or w rite them to h im : a n d

there w ere some in Fren ch , some in Greeke , some in En glish ,
a n d other la n gua ges w hereupon th e Kin g ca used a Book to be
ma de , w hich decla red h ow th e Scien ce w a s first in ven ted, a n d
th e utility thereof ; w hich Book h e comma n ded to be rea d a n d
pla in ly decla red w hen a ma n w a s to be ma de a ma son , tha t h e
might fu lly un dersta n d w ha t Articles, Rules, a n d Orders, h e
w a s obliged to observe ; a n d from tha t time un till this d a y
Ma son ry ha th been much respected a n d preserved a n d divers
n ew Articles ha th been a dded to th e sa yd charge, by good a d

vise a n d con sen t o f th e best Ma son s a n d Fellow es.” —ANCIENT
MASONIc MANU S CR IPT.

THE tenden cy of Freemasonry is sometimes
mistaken , n o t on ly by th e un in itiated, but also
by ma n y of those who have been superficially
in stru cted in its mysteries . One considers it to
be an in stitution framed for the purposes of be
n evolen ce ; that, through its medium

, th e Sick
may be visited

,
th e destitute relieved, the widow

B
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comforted, and th e aged placed in a situation
where w ant ca n never more a fflict them . Bu t

this design, how amiable a n d praiseworthy soever
it may be, is on ly on e o f th e pu rposes o f Free
mason ry ; a n d if, as this class of brethren suppose,
it w ere con fin ed to these charitable ends

,
it wou ld

rank merely on a level with a common Friendly
Society

,
or Sick Club . Others suppose it to be

con n ected with artisa n s and operative ston emasons
judgin g from th e in strumen ts of mechan ical craft
w hich fo rm th e chief symbo ls o f th e order, that
this must be its prin cipal reference 3—while some
take it for a mere con vivia l society

,
whose exclu

siven ess in th e selection of its members is guarded
by sign s and token s, the paymen t o f a heavy fi n e
at admission

,
a n d th e adoption o f a pecu liar dress .

There a re other Opin ion s afloat, even amon gst
th e brethren themselves ; some o f w hom frequ en tly
displa y such a frigid

,
indifference to th e peculiarity

o f its construction , a n d a re so in sen sible to th e
great a n d a pparen t adva n tages which resu lt from
its complica ted orga n ization , embracin g history
and legen d, scien ce a n d morals, a n d blen ding th e
practice o f virtue w ith th e en joymen t of moderate
con vivia lity

,
—a s to afford a reason able pretext to

those w h o a re un in itiated for takin g no in terest in
th e in stitu tion , and for repressin g a n y desire which
they might otherwise ha ve en terta in ed to %

a sk

that they might have, to seek that they might fin d ,
and to kn ock that the door o f masonry might be
opened to them.

”
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Symbolical masonry, un der whatever form it
may be propounded, is a catholic institution , de
mocra tic in its form a n d govern men t, and un iversa l
in its operation . This is demon strable from any
o f th e defin itions o f th e order - from the free
election o f its chief magistrate and the inferior
governors o f every private lodge, annually and by
u n iversal su ffrage — a n d from the repu ted form

,

and symbolical exten t of its lodges . If it w ere
deprived of any o f th e above attribu tes, it would
be no longer Freemason ry ; a n d all its beneficial
effects upon th e mind a n d man n ers of men, wou ld
be sca ttered to th e w in ds of heaven . That this
con clusion is n ot u n w arran ted, w e w ill proceed to
test it by an en qu iry in to th e nature of th e in sti
tution , a n d its peculiarity of con struction ; w hich
will clearly prove its u n iversality, a n d the free
application of its principles to every in habitant of
th e globe who acknowledges th e Bein g of a God,
whatever be his colour, religion, education

, or

men tal qu alification s .
A considera tion of th e definitions of Freemason ry
which have been given in differen t ages, a n d by
differen t w riters, will clear th e way, a n d form a
prelimin ary step to the consideration of its gen eral
prin ciples

,
a n d show in w hat man ner they are

applicable to all ma n kin d in every age a n d n ation .

1 . In a MS . which h a s th e reputation of ha vin g
been written by Kin g Hen ry VI ., w e have this
d efin ition of mason ry. Ytt beeth th e skylle o f

n ature, the u n derston dyn ge of th e mygh te that
B 3
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ys h ereyun e, and its son drye w erkyn ges ; sender
lych e, th e skylle of recken yn gs, o f w a igh tes a n d

metyn ges, and th e true man ere of fa go n n yn ge a 1

th yn ges for mannes u se ; h ea dlye, dw ellin ges, a n d
buyldyn ges of alle kin des, a n d all other th yn ges
that make gudde to manne .” And again

,
th e same

document asserts that the arts which have been
taught to mankin d by masons

,
a re agricultura

,

architectura
,
astron omia

,
geometria, numeres, mu

sica
,
poesie

,
kymistrye, governmen te, and relygy

onn e .”

In these defin ition s we fi n d nothing of a n ex
elusive or un approachable n a ture ; for natural,
mathematical, a n d mecha n ica l kn owledge, have
been practised in every a ge, a n d by every people
upon the face of th e globe. Whether w e turn
our eyes to th e east or to th e west—to In dia
a n d China—Egypt a n d Greece—Scandin avia a n d

Britain—Mexico and Peru—th e remote islan ds o f
Australia on the on e ha n d, or Icela n d a n d Spitz
bergen on the other—w e shall fi n d every where
traces o f gen iu s and skill o f th e highest antiqu ity

,

which excite our astonishmen t, a n d prove beyon d
a doubt

,
tha t how proud soever w e may be of our

progress in th e above arts a n d scien ces, w e were
equalled, a n d in some in sta n ces su rpa ssed, by those
primitive n ation s . The mon umen ts of In dia a n d

Egypt
,
with tho se o f what w e denomin a te th e

New World, exhibit th e perfection of scien ce, a n d
th e triumphs o f human ingenu ity as the ru ins o f
Herculaneum a n d Pompeii have thrown open to
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traced only by some fancied resemblance in the
construction o f th e vessel, and perhaps never to
be known at all. Th e place where w e sa t—was it
a cita del, from which an unkn own people had
sounded th e trumpet o f war ? or a temple for th e
worship o f the god of peace ? or did th e in h abi
tan ts worship th e idols made w ith their ow n hands,
and offer sacrifices o n th e ston es before them ?
All was mys tery ; dark, impenetrable mystery ;
a n d every circumstan ce in crea sed it . In Egypt
the colossal skeleton s of gigan tic temples stand in
th e unw atered sands in all th e nakedness o f deso
lation —here a n immen se forest shrouds th e ru in s,
hidin g them from sight

,
heighten in g th e impression

and moral effect
,

a n d givin g an in ten sity a n d

almost wildn ess to th e in terest.” One thin g h ow
ever is qu ite certa in . These ruins exhibit a know
ledge of th e sciences

,
which is n ot surpassed by

any nation of the an cient world.

Th e art s then being o f un iversal a pplicat ion
Freemasonry—which teaches those a rts

,
is of u n i

versal application also ; and hence cosmopolitical .
2. Th e n ext defin ition of mason ry which I sha ll
addu ce in proof of th e same proposition, was pro
pounded at the revival of mason ry by Dr. Ander
son , th e learn ed au thor of th e H istory a n d Con sti
tution s o f Ma sonry

,
whose opinion , in those days

w a s considered decisive on every poin t con nected
with the order. As th e former related exclusively
to science

,
this is con fined to morals ; a n d will be

found equa lly comprehensive.

% Th e en d, th e
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moral
,
and purport of masonry is, to subdue our

passions
,
not to do our ow n will to make a daily

progress in a laudable a rt, a n d to promote morality,
Charity

,
good fellowship, good nature, and human

1

I have considered this definition with great a t
tention

,
and can not find anythin g exclusive in th e

terms by which it is set forth . I t is applicable to
all mankind

,
in every situation , condition, a n d re

ligion . There ca n be no exceptions to th e univer
sa lity of its principles ; and the virtu es which it
enjoin s, may be practised by old and young o f

both sexes
,
in all nations, whether savage or Civil

ized . To subdu e th e passions has been th e u n i

versal aim of mankind. All have placed their
hopes upon it ; and hen ce sprang th e first idea o f
the Prow l. a

'

ea vrov, which was inscribed on the portal
of th e heathen temples, that it might prove a
stimulus to v irtu e, o f w hich it was th e first lesson

,

and lead to th e desirable consummation in w hich
all excellence w a s blen ded, o f subdu in g th e pas
sion s . Few attained this blessed seren ity of min d,
but Socrates was amongst the n umber ; for % opy
rus

,
a n eminent physiognomist, having declared

that h e discovered in th e featu res o f that philos
opher ev ident traces of man y vicious passion s ;
the friends o f Socrates derided his judgment,
which they declared w a s eminently at variance
w ith fact. But Socrates ackn ow ledged his pen
etra tion ; confessin g that h e w a s naturally dispo

1 Golden Rema in s, Vol. 1 . p. 49.
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aed to vicious indulgen ces, but that h e had su b

dued h is passions by rea son a n d philosophy.

Amon gst th e early Christia n s
,
man y o f whose

names have been in scribed o n th e lists o f th e order
,

whether tru ly or n o t is immaterial to o ur presen t
pu rpose, this resu lt was frequen tly acqu ired ; of

which th e histo ry of the persecutions affords n u

merou s in sta n ces ; a n d withou t it th e religion o f

Christ cou ld n ot have been su ccessfully promul
gated in th e midst of dan gers, a n d u n der th e con

stant dread of bon ds, imprisonmen t, a n d death .

Tacitus thu s mention s th e fa cts . % Their su fferin gs
at their execu tion were aggravated by in su lt and
mockery for some were disgu ised in th e skin s of
wild beasts, a n d w orried to dea th by dogs ; some

were crucified ; a n d others were wrapped in pitch
shirts

,
a n d set o n fire when th e day closed

,
tha t

they might serve as lights to illumin ate th e n ight.”

An d % uven a l, to th e same pu rport says % they were
subjected to be bu rn ed in their ow n flame a n d

smoke, their head bein g held up by a stake fixed
to their chin , till they made a lon g stream o f blood
a n d melted sulphur o n th e grou n d.

” And they
en dured these accumu lated su fferin gs with a con
sta n cy that elicited th e admira tion even o f their
en emies . They had a great con tempt for th e

thin gs of this world, a n d cherished such stron g
hopes of immortality, tha t they su rren dered them
selves cheerfully to sufferin gs, a n d despised death
un der whatever fea rful form it might be presented
to them .
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Here then w e have a clear proof that th e early
Christia n s practised the moral defin ition masonry.

They subdued their passions ; did not their ow n
will made a daily progress in a laudable a rt ; a n d
practised morality

,
charity

, goodn a ture, and h u
man ity.

If w e turn to the savages of the east or the
west, we shall find th e same gen eral prin ciple ex

emplified ; —~they attain ed such a mastery over their
passions under circumstances th e most distressin g,
that when th e fo rtun e o f war placed them in th e
han ds o f their enemies

,
they despised tormen t a n d

cou rted dea th a n d in stea d of tryin g to con cilia te
their persecu tors

,
they taun ted them with their

ow n performan ces
,
a n d dared them to proceed to

th e utmost extremity o f inflictin g pain ; dyin g at
length with a son g in their mouth, and joy and
peacefulness in their hearts .
So exten sive was the operation of masonic prin

ciples, even in th e absen ce of ma sonry itself ; a n d

so boundless
'

w a s th e in flu en ce of tho se pecu liar
virtues w hich it recommen ds a n d en forces, that
their operation may ju stly be pron ounced to be
un iversal in ex tent

,
a n d consequen tly un limited in

its practice.

3 . Th e next definition w e meet with was pro
mulga ted about th e middle of th e 1 8 th cen tury.

It is pecu liarly cosmopolitical
, a n d requires no

explan ation to point out its un iversal ten dency .

% Mason ry is a scien ce confin ed to n o particular
country, but extends over th e whole terrestrial
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globe. Wherever arts flourish
,
there it flourishes

also . Add to this, that by secret and in violable
sign s, carefu lly preserved amon g th e fra tern ity, it
becomes a n un iversa l language . Hen ce man y a d

van tages a re ga in ed — the dista n t Chin ese, th e

wild Arab
,
and th e America n savage

,
w ill embra ce

a brother Briton
,
a n d know

,
tha t besides th e com

mo n ties of human ity
,
there is still a stron ger

obliga tion to in duce h im to kin d and frien dly
offices .”

4 . Freemason ry is a benevolent order, in sti
tuted by virtuou s men , for th e pra isew orthy pur
pose o f sprea ding the blessin gs o f morality and
science amon gst all ran ks a n d descriptions o f

men .

”

5 .

% Freemasonry is th e gran d and u n iversa l
scien ce which in cludes all others, bu t ha vin g a
more immediate reference to those bran ches which
teach us a knowledge of ourselves, a n d our du ty
to o thers .”

These defin ition s of mason ry con vey th e same
truth

,
that its purposes a re ben evolen t

,
a n d bein g

Spread over th e whole u n iverse, operate, without
respect o f person s to m ake men happy in this
world

,
with th e hope of ha vin g it in crea sed in th e

world to come. Like th e former defin itio n s, they
refer, n ot o n ly to th e in habitan ts livin g in th e 19th
cen tu ry

,
whereso ever dispersed u n der th e w ide a n d

lofty ca n opy o f hea ven
,
but to all n a tions, kin dred s,

a n d people
,
from th e formation of th e world . In

this respect it is like Christianity, which is also a
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cosmopo lite in stitution , comprehen din g allmankind
in on e fold u n der o n e shepherd, a n d embracin g
them in th e un iversal scheme o f u n limited redemp
tion . There n ever w a s a n y n ation under heaven ,
h ow sa vage soever its inhabitan ts might be, who
had n ot some n otion of a Supreme Bein g

,
and a

fu tu re state of existen ce . Their opin ions were
often fan ciful, a n d frequen tly erron eou s

,
but non e

w ere bu ried in a gloomy atheism . Each had its
sca le of v irtue w hich w a s reputed to translate them
to the Good Spirit a fter death.

Amon gst th e prin cipa l n a tion s of th e earth
,
a

pecu liar in stitu tion w a s in existen ce w hich promised
etern al happiness in Elysium to a ll who were in iti
ated in to its mysteries w hile th e deepest a n d most
pain fu l carvern s of Ta rtarus were allotted to the
a theist, a n d the despiser o f these celebrations .
Thus Cicero asserts that it is by the in fluence of
th e Mysteries that man kin d a re drawn from a
savage life, a n d modelled by humanity. Hen ce
they a re ca lled In itia , because they a re the begin
in gs of a life of reason and virtue ; a n d men

receive from them a superior degree o f happin ess
here

,
w ith th e promise of a better life hereafter.

An d Pla to says to th e same effect. In my
opin ion the institu tors o f th e Mysteries were well
acquain ted with th e man ners a n d disposition s of
men ; for in these rites th e aspiran ts w ere taught
that those w h o died w ithout bein g initiated

,
would

for ever stick fast in th emud and filth o f Tartarus ;
while those who were purified by initiation

,
Should

,
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after dea th, be a dvanced to th e hab itations o f the
celestia l deities .

”

In these extracts w e find prin ciples enunciated
which correspon d in a great measu re with th e
above definitions of Freemason ry ; a n d show that
similar ideas existed, and produced the same con

elusion s in every age and nation of th e world ; for
th e precepts o f our noble order have been admitted
throughout all time, as th e best calculated to pro
du ce human happin ess here, and lead to a more
perfected a n d in effable bliss hereafter. The patri
archs practised it, a n d foun ded their dearest hopes
upon it. The Jew s professed it, although they
did n o t in practice conform to its dictates, as may
be instan ced in th e case o f th e w oman taken in
adu ltery . Her crime was man ifest,

” says Dean
Kirwan

,
and h er pu n ishmen t exactly laid down

in th e la w ; yet it filled the ju st soul of th e Re
deemer with in dignation , to see men so crimin al
as th e Ph a ra sees, th e sla ves of every passion

,

under th e mask o f extraordin ary zeal, sta ndin g
forward with clamour and eagerness, to avenge th e
violated la w ; h e therefo re an sw ered them in a way
n ot to palliate the offen ce, but which strikin gly
conveyed th e indispensable con comitant of true
zeal

,
-Let th e man w h o is without sin amon gst

you cast th e first stone at this unfortunate woman
A decision too po inted not to have a most apt and
a most humiliatin g effect ; for, as th e Evangelist
reports, they retired o n e after another silent and
confounded.”
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not a maso n by in itiatio n , but w a s tru ly a bro ther
in his hea rt,

% how perfective of human nature a n d

huma n happin ess that systemis
, w hich, even in th e

face of a n en emy, observes a brother ; which is on e
con tin ued lin e of exhortation to u n bou n ded ben ev
o len ce, a n d whose illustriou s founder has decla red,
that its professo rs should be kn own a n d immor

ta lized by that o n e sen timen t alon e thus pointin g
o u t th e means of begin n in g our heaven upon ea rth,
a n d antedatin g here below th e joys a n d tranqu illity
o f th e blessed .

”

6 . Speculative mason ry is so fa r interwoven
w ith religion , a s to lay u s un der th e stron gest
obligation s to pay that ra tion a l homa ge to th e
deity , w hich at on ce con stitutes our du ty a n d our
happin ess . It leads th e con templative to V iew
with reveren ce a n d a dmiration th e glorious works
o f crea tio n a n d in spires them with the most
exalted ideas of th e perfections of th e D ivin e
Crea tor .”

Here w e have a direct assertion of th e un iver
sa lity o f mason ry

,
for th e precept is applicable to

all people that ever existed, or that ever shall exist
thro ughou t th e whole course o f time . The h om
a ge w hich is due from the creatu re to th e Creator
is a natu ral feelin g, implanted in th e heart by th e
deity himself

, a n d existin g with th e most barbarou s
a s well as th e most en lighten ed people . None,
who saw th e course o f th e su n by d ay, the mo on
a n d th e stars by night

,
th e grow th o f vegetables,

summer a n d winter, seedtime and harvest, could
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be ign orant of th e existence of some superin ten d
in g phen omena —every thin g preservin g th e mo st
perfect order and regu larity ; for th e most barba
rous a n d savage people—possessin g bu t a sin gle
spark of reason—could n ot be induced to believe
that th e sun and th e moon occupied their places
by chance

,
that by th e effect of accident th e trees

put out their buds at o n e season o f th e year, th e
blossoms a n d leaves at an other, which ripened into
fruit in a third, and were ca st aside in a fou rth,
becau se they w ere useless in an in clement win ter.
Even Aristotle

,
who

,
if n ot a n absolu te atheist,

was o n th e very verge o f it, could say,
% that to

believe th e gods to be th e first bein gs
,
is a div in e

truth ; a n d that
,
though arts a n d sciences ha ve

probably been often lost and revived, yet this opin
ion has been preserved as a relic to this very time .”

There is a n excellen t passage to th e same effect
in a w riter o f th e last cen tury, which is worth
preservin g.

% The judgmen t that every wicked
man n ecessarily a n d immediately makes con cern
in g any unjust act o f an other, by w hich h e himself
ha ppen s to suffer, will for ever convict him o f

knowin g well that differen ce of moral good and
evil, which h e is not will ing to acknowledge, or

which h e is n ot willin g to make the rule of h is
ow n behaviou r. This is what the Apostle calls
the law written in men’s hearts

,
by which they

a re a law unto themselves, their con science also
bea rin g witness

,
and their thoughts the meanw hile

a ccusing or excusing o n e another ; therefore it is
C 3
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certain men a re natu rally con scious of th e differ
en ce o f good a n d evil, a n d of th e con sequen t desert
of their o w n actio n s. I t is natu ral for them to
apprehen d tha t this judgmen t of their ow n co n

scien ces is th e judgmen t that God a lso passes
upon them ; a n d th e scriptu re very clearly a ffirms
th a t it is so .”

From su ch argumen ts we deduce th e un iversal
applica tion of th e defin ition s of ma so n ry u n der
our presen t n otice

,
in proof of the fa ct tha t th e

order is cosmopolitical .

7.

% The zeal o f masons in th e acqu isition of
kn owledge is bounded by n o space

,
sin ce they

travel from ea st to w est in its pu rsu it ; a n d th e

prin ciples w hich actu ate them are highly con du cive
to mora lity ; viz .

, th e attempt to ru le a n d govern
th e passion s

,
a n d to keep a ton gu e o f good report,

tha t where can dou r can n ot commen d, silen ce w ill,
at lea st

,
avoid reproach .

”

8 . Th e mason ic system exhibits a stupen dous
a n d beautifu l fabric

,
fou n ded o n u n iversal piety,

unfo ldin g its ga tes to receive, withou t prejudice
or discrimin ation, the worthy professors of every
description o f genuine religion ; con cen tratin g, as
it were, in to on e body, their ju st ten ets, u n in cum
bered by the disputable pecu liarities of all sects
and persuasion s .”

These defin itions need no comment. Th e refer
ence which they con tain to un iversa lity, to th e

application of mason ry by a ll religious sects, a n d
the professors of every mode of faith who practice
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genuine religion in its purity, a re too evident to be
d enied, and to o plain to admit o f dubitation or
dispute . They exhibit a beautiful picture o f th e

genius o f ma son ry open in g w ide h er arms o f be
n evolen ce to receive the children of men ; like th e
Saviou r o f mankind invitin g h is creatures to accept
th e salvation which h e freely offers without mon ey
a n d without price.

% Come u n to me all ye that
labour a n d a re heavy laden , and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you , and learn of me
for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and you shall
find rest un to your sou ls . For my yoke is ea sy,
a n d my bu rden is light .” 2 An d h is ben evolen t
in tentions a re con firmed by S t . Pau l in his cos

mopolite assertion that there is neither % ew n or

Greek
,
there is neither bond nor free, there is

neither male nor female ; for ye a re all on e in

Christ Jesu s .” 3 An d again , with more un iver
sa lity o f application in another place, % there is
neither Greek n or % ew ,

circumcision nor u n cir
cumcision , Ba rbarian, Scythian, bond n or free ;
but Christ is all and in a ll.” 4

9. Masonry is a beautiful system o f morality,
veiled in allegory, and illu strated by symbols .

”

This illu stration
,
when divested o f its first

member
,
is peculiarly applicable to all those re

markable institution s which prevailed amongst
heathen nations

,
and were denomin ated Mysteries

,

but are n ow called th e Spurious Freemasonry .

2 Ma t. xi. 28, to en d .
3 Ga l. iii . 28 .

4 Col. iii . 1 1 .
C 5
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It is tru e, they eulogised morality in pompou s
lan guage, but practised it not ; ormore correctly
speakin g, understood it n ot. Ovid affirms

,

In gen u a s didicisse fideliter a rtes,
Emollit mores, n ee sin it esse feros

a sentimen t which is extremely appo site
,
a n d em

bodies a n a ttribute of mason ry ; for by th e study
of th e scien ces

,
our order asserts tha t w e acqu ire

a propen sity to ben evolen ce, a n d a desire to be
usefu l to our fello w creatu res . Ho race

,
however

,

excludes morality from th e pra ctice o f his good
ma n

,

”
a n d con fin es it to obedien ce to th e law s of

our coun try. Vir bon us est quis % % ui con su lta
patrum

, qu i leges jura que servat .
C h a ro n d a s

,
th e C a ta n aea n philo sopher

,
thu s

recommen ds mora lity. Wan to n in solen ce a n d

in ju stice a re th e attendan ts o f shamelessn ess a n d
impuden ce . And destru ction follo w s these . Let,

how ever, n o o n e be impuden t, bu t let every o n e

be modest a n d temperate ; becau se h e will thu s
h a ve th e gods propitiou s to h im,

a n d w ill procure
for himself salva tion . For n o viciou s ma n is dear
to divinity. Let every o n e likew ise hon ou r probity
a n d tru th

, a n d hate what is ba se a n d false ; for
these a re th e in dication s of v irtue a n d vice.

”

I t w ill be u n n ecessary to multiply in stan ces o f
th e love of virtue amon gst th e heathen in theory
—th e fact is notoriou s . But th e fate o f their best
a n d most virtuou s men will Show th e kind of esti
mation in which their moral harangues w ere held
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by th e people. Pythagoras w a s slain . As he sa t
in coun cil w ith h is frien ds in th e hou se of Milo

,
it

w a s set o n fire by some o n e ou t of en vy becau se
h e had been refu sed admission . Pythagoras made
his escape, for th e enviou s ma n h a d vowed to take
away his life a n d havin g procu red th e a ssistan ce
of a few unw orthy men th e philosopher w a s hotly
pursued . Comin g to a place full o f bea n s, h e
stopped short sayin g, % it is better to be taken
tha n to trea d amon gst th e bean s ; it is better to
be killed than to spea k,

”
a n d his pu rsu ers accord

in gly slew him . In a similar man ner most of his
disciples lost their lives . Aristides w a s ba n ished
from h is cou n try out of envy

,
beca u se by h is up

right a n d virtuous condu ct h e had acqu ired th e
appellation of % th e Ju st .” Alcibiades was killed
by a faction ; Socrates was put to death for h is
virtues and it was at a ll times dan gerou s for any
on e to be celebrated for his ben evolen ce

,
justice

,

or kin dn ess to th e poor.
If w e take a view of th e heathen morality
through th e medium of its public institu tion s

,
we

shall not en joy a more favourable picture of its
opera tion . Law a n d religion were equ ally sangui
n a ry ; and a ben evolent feelin g tow ards tho se
misera ble bein gs who filled th e laborious situation s
o f life

,
wou ld have been con sidered the extremity

of weakn ess and folly .

% They showed no mercy
to th e widow, did n o good to the fatherless

, n or

helped a n y man in h is distress .
” 5 To accomplish

5 Baruch vi . 37, 38 .
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a favourite object, human life was sa crificed freely
and w ithou t compunction or regret, as Pharaoh
Necho sacrificed men in a fruitless attempt
to cut a chann el from the Med iterranean to th e
Red Sea.
And if w e refer to morality in a national point

o f view
, th e resu lt will be exactly the same .

Philosophers a n d hierophants gave public disser
ta tion s in pra ise o f virtue, while they practised in
private the most unbounded licentiousness . Th e

morality of the Pagans in India may be estima ted
from the Bayaderes or dancin g girls, who were th e
property o f the priests ; and the public worship
o f th e Lin gam - that of Greece a n d Rome by th e
excesses of the Dio n ysia ca , a n d the prostitution
o f virgins in the temple o f Mylitta ;—w hile th e
nations of northern Europe a n d America were
addicted to the sacrifice o f human victims, and
believed the practice to be a service well pleasin g
to God.

It is evident
,
therefore, that if we would apply

th e last definition to the ages which were past at
th e adven t o f Christ ; w e must reject th e first
member of th e sen ten ce, a n d leave ou t the allu sion
to morality. Its practice is indeed cosmopolite,
and it was lauded amongst every description of
people, but its object w a s mistaken, and con se

qu ently true morality—th e love of God and o f our
neighbour

,
and th e practice of every moral and

social virtu e—was un kn own . But the remain der
o f the definition applies with great propriety to th e
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This latitudin arian principle is w ell adapted to a
society which is considered to be universal. It is
expressed in such general terms as to be no burd en
upon an y man

’s con science,because it meddles with
no system of religion, a n d leaves every member at
full liberty to follow that way o f faith in which he
had been educated .

The modern lectures have rather encroached
upon this universal principle by th e introduction
o f subjects which bear a direct a n d exclusive refer
ence to Christian ity. Th e historical Landmarks of
masonry, as laid down in the lectures which are

en joined by authority in the 19th cen tury
,
a re,

many of them,
types o f the christia n religion ; a n d

they cann ot be o therwise explain ed. And in a
Christian lodge, they either refer to Christianity or
nothing . In a Jewish lodge, our Hebrew brethren
would interpret them differently, if they form a

portion o f their lectures, which is somewhat doubt
ful ; and we a re qu ite certa in that in a Turkish
lodge they would be carefu lly excluded. It is
clear therefore that th e lectures o f mason ry a re

arbitrary ; and, with the exception o f a few d e

terminate Landmarks
,
vary essentially in different

countries ; bein g con stitu ted in such a mann er a s to
agree with th e peculiar habits and belief o f th e

fraternity w h o use them ; that the introduction
o f no startlin g facts or unacceptable doctrin es,
may cause disputes or divisions to arise amongst
a brotherhood w h o profess to be cemented by th e
indissoluble chain o f Brotherly Love .



23

Th e cosmopolitical construction o f masonry may
be a lso verified by th e repu ted exten t of th e lodge,
w hich in length, and breadth, and depth, a n d

height
,
is a represen tation of th e universe as th e

temple o f th e livin g God . Thu s th e Lectures o f
mason ry teach that the un iverse is the temple of
th e deity whom w e serve —wisdom

,
stren gth

,
a n d

beau ty a re a bou t his throne as th e pillars of his
work ; for his w isdom is in fin ite, his stren gth is
omn ipoten t, a n d bea u ty shines forth throughout all
crea tion in symmetry and order ; h e hath stretched
forth the hea ven s as a can opy, and th e earth h e
pla n ted as his footstool the can opy of his temple
is crow n ed with stars a s w ith a diadem ; th e su n

a n d moon a re messen gers of his will, and all his
law is concord.

”

In this quotation from th e old lectures o f ma
soury w e fi n d that a mason ’s lodg e is a symbol of
th e un iverse, w hich is the magn ificent temple o f

the deity, or th e cen tre o f th e divine circle . Bu t

w here is th e Circumferen ce ? This w e a re totally
ign oran t of. Th e cen tre however is sufficien t for
our presen t purpose, for it fills all kn own space,
and exten ds throughou t exten t . Th e centre o f th e
Almighty circle which th e deity alone ca n fill

, o c

cupies millions upon millions of mile s, farth er than
th e human eye can reach, with all the assistan ce
which th e most improved in struments a re able to
afford . S ir John Herschel, in his % Essay on th e
power of the Telescope to penetrate into Space

,

”

a quality distinct from the magnifyin g power
,
in
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fo rms us tha t there a re stars so in fin itely remote
a s to be situ a ted a t th e distan ce of tw elve millio n s
o f million s of millo n s of miles from our earth so

that light, wh ich travels w ith a velocity of tw elve
millio n s of miles in a min u te

, w ou ld requ ire tw o
millio n s o f yea rs for its tra n sit from those distan t
orbs to our ow n

, w hile th e a stro n omer
,
w h o shou ld

reco rd th e a spect or mu ta tion o f such a sta r
, w o u ld

n ot be rela tin g its his tory at th e presen t d ay, but
that w hich took place tw o million s of years gon e
by .

So u n iversal is ma son ry. All man kind a re

crea tu res o f th e same God
,
a n d equ a lly th e objects

o f h is ca re . He makes h is Su n to shin e upo n th e
evil a n d th e good a like

,
a n d sen deth ra in o n the

ju st a n d u n ju st
,
for there is n o respect o f person s

w ith h im. Thu s a lso in Freemason ry %
a kin g is

remin ded that though a crow n may a dorn his hea d
a n d a sceptre his ha n d, th e blood in his vein s is
derived from th e common pa ren t of ma n kin d

,
a n d

is n o better than that of h is mean est subject . Th e

statesma n , th e sen ator, a n d th e artist
,
a re there

taught tha t
,
equ a lly with others, they a re by n a ture

expo sed to in firmity a n d disease ; a n d that an
u n foreseen misfortun e or a disordered frame

,
may

impair their facu lties, a n d level them w ith th e

most ign ora n t of their species . Men o f in ferior
ta lents, w h o a re n ot placed by fortun e in su ch ex
a lted station s, a re in stru cted by mason ry to rega rd
their superiors w ith respect

,
w hen they beho ld

them voluntarily divested of the trappin gs o f ex
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ternal grandeur, a n d condescending, in a badge

o f inn ocence and bond o f friendship, to trace
wisdom and to follow virtue, assisted by those
who a re of a rank ben eath them . Virtue is true
nob ility

,
a n d wisdom is the cha n nel by which

virtue is directed and conveyed . Wisdom and Vir
tue alone

,
mark distin ction amon gst masons .”

From all these arguments and demon strations we
conclude that masonry is a n in stitution which is
applicable to all man kin d

,
in all ages a n d con

dition s of human ity ; a n d its con stru ction is so
perfect, that, although it h a s been strictly scruti
nized, by en emies as well as frien ds, yet, n otw ith
stan din g th e ex isten ce o f a few an omalies, from
which n o human establishmen t is free, no materia l
flaw has hitherto been found

,
of suffi cient im

portance to en dan ger its existence . It has outlived
th e envy of its oppon en ts, a n d gathered stren gth
from every hostile attack . In some cou n tries
Chu rch a n d S tate have been arrayed against it
without effect —demagogues a n d adventurers have
en deavoured to obscure its pu rity by heapin g upon
it every kin d o f absurd innovation ; bu t their re
8pective systems, after a n ephemera l existen ce have
sunk

, o n e after an other, in to merited oblivion,
leavin g Freemason ry to en joy its triumph —se
ceders have threaten ed to betra y its secrets, but all
their a ttemp ts ha ve Signally failed. The order
bein g based o n Brotherly Love and Charity, is
imperishable.

% Masonic secresy,
” says brother

Blanchard, a learned transatlantic mason,
% is a

D
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mysterious thing—it has never been divulged .

The most tattling ma n , if h e be a mason, keeps
th e secret. There is no risk o f h im. Enrage

,

discipline
,
expel—h e never tells Mad

,
drunk

,
or

crazy—h e never tells Does he talk in his sleep
It is not about masonry. Bribe h im in his wants
—tempt him in h is pleasures—threaten him

, or

torture him,
h e will endure bein g a martyr

, but

h e never tells %” All that have opposed its pro
gress have shared th e same fate, being met by th e
obloquy and derision of mankind.”



CHAP . II .

THE LODGE .

Th e secun de a rtycul of good ma son ry ,
AS ye mow e h yt here byr specya ly,

Tha t every ma yster, tha t ys a ma son ,

Most ben a t th e gen era le con grega cyon ,

Where tha t th e semblé schal be ho lde
An d to tha t semblé h e most n ede gon ,
But h e have a resen a bul Skw sa cyon ,

Or but h e be u n boxom to tha t cra ft,
Or w ith fa lsseh ed ys over ra ft,
Or cllus seken es ha th bym so stron ge ,
Tha t h e ma y n ot come h em amon ge ;
Tha t yS a Skw sa cyon , good a n d a bulle,

To tha t semblé w ith oute fa bulle.

ANC IENT MAS ON I C MANUS CR IPT.

I have often admired the observation of Plutarch,
when treating o n mental tranquillity. That saying
o f D iogenes,

”
h e remarks

,

%
extremely pleasethme

,

who
,
seeing some person dressed very n eatly to

attend a public en tertain ment, a sked him whether
every day w a s not a festival o f a good man ? And
certain ly

,
that wh ich makes it more splen did is

sobriety. For the world is a Spacious and beautiful
temple, which a man is brought into a s soon as he
is born, n ot to be a dull spectator of th e works of
art ; but of things of a more sublime nature, which

D 3
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have the principles of life and motion in themselves ;
such as th e su n , moon, and sta rs ; rivers, which a re
con stantly supplied with fresh accession s o f water ;
a n d th e earth, w hich with the in dulgen ce of a ten
d er mother, suckles th e plants, a n d nou rishes h er
sensitive creatures . If life therefore is the most
perfect in stitution to which w e are introduced, it
is bu t ju st that it should be pa ssed in cheerfuln ess
a n d tran quillity.

”

In like manner
,
when a can didate is first intro

du ced into a lodge, which is a lively type of th e
world

,
h e must not be a n in attentive spectator, if

he desires to reap any benefits from his initia tion .

He must
,

% read, mark, learn , a n d inwardly digest,
”

all h e sees, for everythin g which is visibly displayed
before his eyes is invested with a moral signification ,
that may be beneficially applied to some u sefu l pur
pose of civil, socia l, or religiou s life . Th e lessons
o f virtue which are drawn from these sensible oh

jects a re of th e utmost value, because they a re ap
plicable to all views a n d circumstan ces ; and they
are extremely pleasin g and attractive, because they
a re dictated in a spirit of kindness and Cheerful
benevolence.
Th e earliest description of a Lodge that I h ave
met with explains it as bein g % just a n d perfect by
the numbers 3, 5 , and This was subsequently
exemplified in th e following prescribed form. A
lodge of mason s is a n assemblage of brothers a n d
fellows met together for the purpose of expatiatin g
on the mysteries of the craft with the B ible,



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


30

science and good man n ers ; and a microcosm, or

representation of the universe. From a principle
o f piety to th e Most H igh

,
its pursu its lead to a

knowledge of virtue both moral a n d socia l, a n d

the exercise of those courtesies which produ ce con
fiden ce and mutua l esteem betwixt man and ma n .

In form and exten t it is a n oblon g square its

length reachin g from east to west
,
its breadth from

north to south, its height, accordin g to th e most
ancien t defin ition , % inches, feet, and yards in n u
merable

,
exten din g to the heaven s ;

” and its depth
% to the cen tre of the earth which

,
in a globe or

sphere, is the greatest extent that can be imagined .

This un iversa lity was symbolized by th e Theo
Sophical mason s of th e la st cen tury, as th e Heart
o f God in the cen tre of a cross, sign ifyin g the
trinity in a globu la r Rainbow, wherein th e red, sig
n ifies the Father’s property in th e gla nce of fire ;

yellow th e Son’s lu stre and majesty ; blue, th e sub

sta n tia lity; th e dusky brow n , th e kin gdom of da rk
ness . On such a Rain bow will Christ sit to judge ;
a n d thus is h e un divided every where, a n d in that
man who is born of God

,
is th e whole undivided

Heart of God
, th e Son of Man, sittin g in th e circle

of his life upon th e Rain bow at th e right ha n d o f
God ; for tha t ma n is Christ

’s member
,
his body,

his brother, his flesh, his spirit —pow er, majesty,
heaven

,
paradise

,
elemen tal stars, earth and all, i s

that man ’s who in Christ is above hell a n d devils,
though his earthy life be under heaven, stars,
elements, hell a n d devils .

”
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Th e lodge stands on holy ground hav in g
been consecrated by three offerin gs on th e spot
where So lomo n ’s temple was erected ; all of which
w ere distin guished by th e visible appearance o f

th e An gel Lord o f the Covenan t—Jehovah—th e
Messiah, or Christ, as types of h is presence on

the same moun tain to work out human salvation
by his death upon the cross . It is placed, accord
in g to th e testimon y of th e old York Lectures,
on th e highest hill or in th e lowest vale in the
valley of Jeh osh aph a t or a n y other secret place
that if a cowan

,
or intrusive li stener shou ld appear,

th e Tyler might announce th e fact by th e usual
report a n d the Master, bein g thu s cau tion ed, th e
business of th e lodge might be su spen ded till
en qu iry were made in to th e causes of the inter
ruption ; and in case of actual dan ger, the Jewels
might be put by, th e Lodge closed, a n d th e breth
ren dismissed to their respective homes . This
exclusive prin ciple w a s used by th e Essenes and
th e ea rlv Christian s in times of hot persecu tion ,
when they were redu ced to the altern ative of either
abandonin g their religion, or celebratin g its rites
in secret crypts and caverns . Th e same custom
was resorted to by th e Freemason s in th e middle
ages, but with a different pu rpose. Their design
w a s not to practice forbidden rites, but to guard
th e secrets of their art from th e know ledge of the
profane and it is well know n that in th e earliest
era of the masonic esta blishment, a geometrical
figure, or canon, was adopted in all sacred build
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ings
,
wh ich had an import hidden from the vulgar.

It was called the Vesica Piscis and had a decided
reference to the christian religion, and also an
equal analogy with other mysteries professed by
the first society of masons .1 For th e purposes of
these meetings, crypts a n d secret conclaves were
con structed, where th e lodges were always held.
The pavement of a lodge is mosa ic—the opus

Greca n icum o f th e an cien ts—skirted with th e
% in den ted Ta rsell,

”
or tesselated border. These

little lozenge- like tessarae, bein g alternately white
and black

,
refer to the quick recurrence of pleasure

and pain, happiness a n d misery, by which this life
is diversified ; th e white squ ares represen tin g virtu e
and happiness, a n d th e black ones vice a n d misery.

Indeed th e designs of Providen ce could scarcely
be accomplished in th e absence of su ch a wise
dispensation . Th e n ature of ma n is so very im
perfect

,
that uninterrupted ea se and enjoyment

wou ld in trodu ce presumption a n d impiety, and
terminate in destruction . I t was from su ch con

sideration s as these that our Royal Gran d Master
confessed, It is good for me that I have been
afflicted, that I might learn th e statutes o f the
Lord.

” Affliction and pain are sen t to u s as friends
and correctors ; for whom God loveth he chasten
eth .

” In a word, without affliction w e shou ld
never become ma ster of that valuable masonic
precept which teaches us to kn ow ourselves, a n d
to do to others a s we would have them do to us.

I D a lla w ay. Archit. p . 418 .
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The equal distribution o f the tesserm in our

Mosaic pavemen t wou ld seem to imply that virtue
and vice a re equally spread over the face of the
earth . A moral writer of the last cen tury how ever
disputes the fact, and I am in clin ed to agree with
h im. He says,

% whatever be the sum of misery
in th e world

,
there is a much larger sum of happi

ness . The weather is sometimes fou l ; but it is
often er fair. Storms and hurrican es are frequent
but calms a re more common . There is some sick
ness but there is more health. There is some
pain ; but there is more ease. There is some
mourning ; but there is more joy. Th ere is com

plexion a l depression that asks—w herefo re is light
given to h im that is in misery P—but it bears no
proportion to th e native cheerfu lness which is open
to the agreeable impression s of surrounding n ature.

Mu ltitudes have been crushed un der the foot of
cruelty ; but greater multitudes have remain ed n u
molested by th e oppressor . Man y have perished
w ith hun ger and n akedness bu t more have been
supplied with food a n d raimen t . If w e thu s sur
vey the chequ ered face o f human life at large,
w e shall find its bright spaces more numerous than
its shadows .”

This conclu sion h a s been formed under the in
fluen ce of Christianity. Other religion s en tertain
a more melancho ly view of th e state of human
nature . I have heard

,

” says Lane
,

2 % Arabs
confess that their nation possesses nine- tenth s of

2 Ara bia n Nights, vol. i. p . 125 .
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th e envy that exists amon g all mankind collectively .

Ibn Abbas assign s nin e- tenths of the intrigu e or
artifice that exists in th e world to the CoptS ; nine
tenths of the perfidy to th e Jews ; nine- tenths of
th e stupidity to t h e Magh rabees ; nine - ten ths of
th e hardness to the Turks ; a n d nine- tenths of the
bravery to the Arabs. Accordin g to Kaab El
Abh ar, reason and sedition a re most peculiar to
Syria ; plenty and degradation to Egypt ; and
misery and health to th e Desert .”

Freemason ry teaches h er children , through the
medium of th e symbolical floor of the lodge

,
to

observe th e diversity of objects which beau tify and
adorn th e creation, the an imate as well as th e in
animate parts thereof. Th e Blazing S tar in th e

centre
,
refers us to that grand lumin ary th e Su n ,

which enlighten s th e ea rth by its benign in fluen ce,
and dispen ses its blessin gs to ma nkind in gen eral ;
givin g light, life, and motion, to all thin gs here
below. Th e inden ted Tarsel, or tesselated border,
refers to the plan ets in their several revolution s

,

which form a beau tiful skirtw ork round the Su n ,
as th e other does to the pavement of a mason’s
Lodge .
Th e ornamental crown of the lodge is its cloudy
can opy

,
which is accessible by a series o f steps

Called th e Ladder of Jacob, that reaches to th e
heaven s

,
and rests on th e volume of th e sacred

la w ; becau se, by th e doctrines con tain ed in that
holy book

,
we a re taught to believe in th e wise

dispensations of Providence ; which belief strength
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en s our f a ith and enables us to ascend th e first
step . This naturally creates in u s a hope of be

comin g partakers o f th e promises therein recorded ;
which h ope en a bles us to ascend the second step.

But th e third a n d last being Ch a rity, comprehen ds
th e w hole, a n d th e mason who is possessed o f that
virtue in th e amplest sen se,may ju stly be deemed to
have attained the summit o f his profession ; figura
tively speaking to an ethereal mansion veiled from
morta l eye by th e sta rry firmamen t

,
and em

blema tiea lly depicted in a mason
’s lodge by seven

stars, which have an allusion to as man y worthy
brethren , regularly initiated, passed, and raised,
w ithout w hich number n o lodge is esteemed per
feet, n or ca n a n y gentleman be lega lly initiated
into masonry within its walls .
Th e altar of the lodge is a pedesta l in the fo rm o f

a double cube, on which is displayed the holy
bible to con fer upon it th e attribute of justice.

And why is the open b ible sa id to be th e emblem
of justice ? I answer in th e expressive words of an
eloquent writer, because there is no other virtue o f

such absolute importance a n d essen tial necessity
to the welfare o f society. Let all th e debts of

ju stice be universally discharged ; let every man
be just to himself and to all others ; let h im en

dea vour, by th e exercise of industry and economy
,

to provide for h is ow n wants, and prevent himself
from becomin g a burden upon society, and abstain,
in th e pursuit o f his ow n subsistence, from every
thin g injurious to the interests of others let every
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o n e render unto all their due—that property which
h e is obliged by th e laws of th e lan d or by those
of hon ourable equity

,
to pay them ; that can dou r

a n d open dealin g to wh ich they have a right, in
a ll his commercial intercou rse with them ; that
portion of good report to which their merit en titles
them ; with that decent respect and qu iet sub

mission which their rightfu l civil authority de
man ds . If justice were thu s un iversally done,
there would be little left for mercy to do . Th e

universal discharge of this o n e du ty would pro
du ce

,
in human life

,
a picture o f happin ess that

would con tent th e eye of charity. Generosity
would have on ly to spread a heighten in g colour
over, a n d brea the a richer Spirit into th e piece.

The acts of Justice a re th e pilla rs of society ; if
they sta n d firm, undefa ced, and fa ir, charity will
have only to beautify th e capitals o f th e etern al
column s

,
a n d len d a little orn ament to th e well

supported fa bric . Let mankind be left to them
selves withou t molestation ; to th e unimpeded
operations o f their ow n powers ; to th e goodness
of nature a n d of God ; a n d pity will have few
tears to shed ; friendship few words of comfort to
u tter ; and ben eficen ce but few offices o f relief to
perform .

The fixed lights o f th e lodge were formerly
represented by three windows supposed to be in
every room where a lodge is held ; referrin g to th e
cardinal poin ts of th e compass, a ccordin g to th e
antique rules of masonry.

” There was on e in the
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a dorned with flocks a n d herds ; th e valleys stan d
thick with golden grain ; th e parterres of nature
a re covered with fragran t flow ers and n utritive
herba ge . He watereth th e hills from above
th e earth is filled with th e fru it o f his works . He

brin geth forth grass for th e cattle ; and green herb
for th e service of men ; that he may bring food
ou t of th e earth, and win e that maketh glad th e
heart ofma n , and oil to make him a cheerful cou n
ten a n ce, and bread to stren gthen man

’s heart.” 4

Th e ocean flows round it as a beautiful skirtw ork
or tesselated border, not merely as a n ornamen t,
but as a medium of communication between dista nt
coun tries

,
and a gigan tic reservoir for th e pro

du ction o f food, wherein are thin gs creepin g
in n umerable, both small and great beasts .

” Th e

cloudy can opy is a symbol o f heaven, and th e steps
w hich lead to it a re th e innumerable eman ations
from the three Theological virtues

,
Fa ith

,
Hope,

and Charity.

4 Psa lm civ. 13,
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CHAP . III .

THE RITUAL OF BUILDING .

Every tow ere bretered w a s so clen e

Of Chose ston e , tha t w ere fa r a sun dre ;

Th e w orkmen ha ve w ith fell a n d stern e visa ges
Of riche en ta yle
Wrought out o f ston e, a n d n ever like to fa il ,
An d on ea ch turrett w ere ra ised up figures
Of sava ge bea sts.

LIDGATE .

SU C H is th e design a n d such th e u ses o f a
mason’s Lodge . But before it arrives at this per
fection , man y prelimin ary ceremonies are n eces

sary. If an oblon g bu ilding be erected for th e
pu rposes o f a barn or w arehouse

,
it n ever cha nges

its cha racter
,
but remain s a barn or warehou se to

th e en d o f its days . But if th e same edifice be
constructed for a mason’s lodge, th e rites o f build
in g, dedication , a n d con secration , con vey to it a
higher destiny. It then becomes a place where
science is taught

,
a n d th e precepts of mo ra lity and

virtue are un folded ; a n d by th e influen ce of its
ornaments

,
furniture

,
a n d j ewels

,
it acqu ires a

solemnity o f Character, and a devotion of purpose,
th at excite veneration, and give it a n a spect o f

E 3
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holiness even in th e opin ion o f th e most casu a l
visitor, who, though not a mason, may be incited
by curiosity to inspect its internal arran gemen ts,
and speculate upon the uses o f th e various sym
bols and regalia which are dispo sed with su ch
order and regularity within its walls .
Freemason ry is an institu tion o f ceremon ies .

Every poin t, part, and secret which it con tains, is
hedged about with forms that preserve it from th e

prying eyes o f the un in itiated o n th e o n e hand,
a n d from deterioration in its transmission from
a ge to a ge amongst ourselves, on th e other. This
attachmen t to ceremonia l Observances is by n o

means either sin gu lar or of modern inven tion .

Their u se was dicta ted by th e divine example at
the creation ; 1 sanction ed o n th e same authority,
by the practice of th e patriarchs, and the elaborate
ordinances of the Jew ish church ; and at length
introduced in to Christian ity by th e command of its
founder, and the precepts a n d admon itions o f his
holy Apostles. Thus St. Pa u l, speak ing to the
Corinthians on the ceremon ies of the church,which
had been v iolated by the in troduction o f new and
unauthorized innovation s, said, Let all thin gs be
done decently a n d in order.” 2 H is admonitions on
this head are extremely comprehensive, and em

brace a series o f Observan ces w hich were dictated
by in spiration

,
a n d inten ded to be bindin g o n

Christians to the en d o f time . On this subjec t th e

1 See th e Historica l La n dma rks o f Ma son ry, vol. i. p. 494.

2 1 Cor. xiv. 40.
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Church of En gland is eloqu en t . Sh e says
,

w ith
o ut some ceremonies it is n ot possible to keep a n y
o rder or quiet discipline a n d therefore w e thin k
it convenien t that such ceremon ies shou ld be u sed
a s a re best to th e setting forth of God’s hon our
a n d glory

,
a n d to th e reducing o f the people to a

most perfect a n d godly livin g.

” 3

As the use of ceremon ies was considered meces
sary in a church divin ely fou n ded ; how much
more in a n in stitution like that o f Freemasonry, is
it n ecessary a n d appropriate to con fer beau ty a n d

so lidity on th e system . Ceremon ies, however, co n
sidered abstractedly, a re of little valu e, except
they con tribu te their a id to impress upon th e min d
scientific beau ties a n d mora l tru ths . An d I will
un dertake to affirm that our system,

complicated
as it is, does not con tain a single rite that is barren
o f intellectual improvemen t ; and they all bear a
referen ce to correspon din g usa ges con tain ed in th e
book which is always Spread open o n th e pedestal
o f a mason ’s lodge . B ishop San derson makes
them th e test o f obedien ce . He sa ys

,

% let Cere
mon ies be as very trifles as any ma n can imagin e
them to be yet obedien ce sure is no trifle . They
mistake th e question when they talk o f pressin g
ceremonies . I t is Obedien ce, formally, that is re
qu ired — ceremonies not otherwise pressed than
a s the matter w herein that obedience is to be ex

ercised . If a master appoint his servan t to do

3 In troductio n to th e Book o f Common Pra yer. Of Cere
mon ies.

E 5
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some small matter that h e thin keth fit to have
don e, though of itself o f no great moment, yet h e
will expect to be obliged ; and it is great reason
he should. If in such case th e servan t should
refuse to do th e thin g appointed, because he had
no mind thereunto , and should receive a check or

correction for such refusal ; could h e suffi ciently
excuse his ow n fault, or reason ably compla in of
his master for dea ling hardly with h im by sayin g

-th e thin g was but a trifle. I s it n ot eviden t tha t
th e thing which made the mas ter angry, and th e
servan t an offen der in that case, w a s not precisely
a n d formally, th e leavin g o f the thin g un done,
which

, h a d it n o t been comman ded, might have
been left un don e w ithou t a n y fault or blame at all,
but the refusing to do it when h e that had a right
to his service commanded him i” 4

Ceremonies a re considered of such importan ce
amon gst masons

,
as sometimes to be exhibited to

th e dead ; bu t these a re n ot proper to be publicly
expatiated o n , because they apply to such brethren
only as have acqu ired a competent kn ow lege of
the art ; and are never displayed but in the most
secret recesses of a closely tiled lodge, and during
the solemnization o f a peculiar rite which non e
but Master Masons know. The ceremon ies of
masonry commence before th e footston e o f th e

lodge is deposited in the groun d ; a n d this is also
accompan ied by peculiar forms which consecrate

4 Prefa ce to Bis p Sa n derson ’

s Sermon s.
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th e proceedin gs, and invest them with importance
in th e estimation o f th e public .
When the erection of a Masonic Hall, or Lodge

Room h a s been determined o n , th e first thin g to
be considered is th e Plan , which is a matter o f th e
greatest importan ce ; for the regularity o f all the
rites and ceremonies of the order depend, prin
cipa lly, upon the proper construction of the place
o f assembly. Our contin ental brethren are gov
erned in this particular by a Ritual o f Building,
which it is venal to violate ; a n d the}r feel a more
than common interest in a punctual observance o f
the ordin ances there prescribed, that their lodges
may be erected, like horoscope of an expert astrol
oger, withou t th e violation of a n y ru le, even in
th e min utest particu lar for as no correct decision
respectin g the native’s destin y ca n be elicited from
an in formal figure of th e heaven s ; so our con

tin en ta l brethren believe that the efficacy of Free
mason ry will be con sidera bly deteriorated

, if there
be a n y error or imperfection in th e formation of

the lodge where its benefits are impa rted .

In this coun try, Mason ic Halls are frequently
erected at a great expen ce, and when fin ished, are
deficient in man y thin gs w hich contribute to the
effect of the ceremonies, a n d the comfort of th e
brethren . These evils will surely arise when an
Architect is employed who is not a mason, and
con sequently ignoran t of those especia l aecom
mod a tion s which a re indispensable to a good
lodge ; and w hich n one but mason s ca n appro
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pria tely introduce. Vitruvius tells us that the
Ephesians had a very w ise law rela tive to th e con

struction of public ed ificies. Th e a rchitect whose
plan is chosen

,
en ters in to a bon d by which h e

en gages to forfeit the whole of h is property if th e
buildin g be not erected conformably thereto . If
he fulfils th e condition o f his agreement

,
hon ours

are decreed to him . If th e expen ce exceeds th e
estimate by only o n e quarter

,
th e su rplu s was paid

by th e party bu ildin g but if it amounted to more
th e architect w a s compelled to su ffer the loss . It
requires not on ly a talen ted architect, but an ex

perien ced Freemason , to bu ild a Lodge which sha ll
con tain every requ isite for the proper a dmin istra
tion of a ll th e ceremo n ies of th e order. Th e

followin g direction s may be useful, bu t they a re

necessarily restricted in their applica tion
,
because

it is a subject on which it is impossible to be fully
xplicit o n all poin ts con n ected therewith .

First then , a Ma son ic H a ll shou ld be isola ted
,

a n d, if possible, su rrounded with lofty walls, so a s

to be included in a court
,
and apart from a n y

other bu ildin gs to preclude th e po ssibility o f bein g
overlooked by cowan s or eavesdroppers ; for Free
mason ry bein g a secret society

,
th e curiosity o f

man kind is ever on th e a lert to pry in to its mys~

teries, and to obtain by illicit mea n s, tha t kn ow
ledge which is freely commun ica ted to all wo rthy
applicants . As how ever such a situation in large
town s where mason ry is usually practised, ca n

seldom be obta in ed, with con venien ce to the breth
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being 6 feet and th e outer rim 4 in ches thick .

Some thin k that the lodge room should be 32%
feet in height to a ccord with th e en tire altitude o f

th e Pillars including the plin ths a n d ca pitals but
this would be ou t of all proportion and if the
principle be accoun ted orthodox

,
there is no reason

why th e en tire bases shou ld be rejected
, w hich

w ou ld make the room 54 feet in height, a n d con

stitute a monstrous absurdity.

The room should be furn ished w ith a pitched
roof, open within , a n d relieved w ith an orn amental
framework o f o ak, or pain ted so as to resemble
that species of timber. I t should be supported on
corbels run n in g alon g th e corn ice

,
on which shou ld

be engraven mason ic ornaments
,
or th e armoria l

bearin gs of eminent mason s in th e Provin ce w here
th e Hall is Situa ted, as a memorial o f their zeal
a n d activity for the general prosperity of the order.
In estimatin g th e height, it is to be reckon ed from
th e surface of the floor to th e extreme poin t of th e
gable. Th e dimensions of the room in length and
breadth have not been au thoritatively prescribed

,

because they will depend in a great measu re o n

th e situation o f th e lodge, or th e space w hich is
assign ed for its position ; a n d this w ill often be
extremely circumscribed in a large a n d popu lou s

place, where building lan d is scarce a n d dear, or
th e fund inadequate to a n y exten sive operation s .
But in all cases

,
a due proportion shou ld be

observed in th e several members o f th e fabric
wherever it is practicable

,
that no unsightly ap
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peara n ce may offend the eye, by disturb ing that
gen eral harmon y o f parts which constitutes th e
beauty a n d excellence of every archi tectu ral pro
duction .

The principal en trance to th e lodge room ought
to face the East, because th e East is a place of Light
both physical a n d mora l ; and therefore th e breth
ren ha ve access to the lodge by that entrance, a s a
symbol of mental illumin ation ; for as Polyd ore
Virgil qu ain tly sa ys, th e man n er of turn yn e our
faces in to th e ca ste w hen w ee praie, is taken o f
the old Eth n ikes, w h ich e, as Apu leius remembereth
u sed to loke ea stw a rde a n d sa lu te th e Sonn e. We

take it in a cu stom to pu t us in remembra u n ce
that Chri s te is th e son ne o f righ teou sn es, th a t

discloscth secretes.

” Th e approaches to th e lodge
mu st be a ngular, for a straight en tra nce is um

mason ic a n d ca n n ot be tolerated. The advan ce
from the extern al aven ue to th e East ough t to
co n sist o f three lin es a n d tw o angles . Th e first
lin e passes through a small room or closet for th e
a ccommoda tion of visitors before they have proved
the ir qualifica tions to be a dmitted in to th e Lodge

,

by sign s
,
token s, and perfect poin ts of en trance ;

for stran gers must be lodged somewhere
,
and it

o ught to be out of sight a n d hearing o f the Lodge
,

because o n examin ation it is possible they might
prove Impostors

,
and their claims be co n sequ en tly

rejected . At th e extremi ty o f this apartmen t there
ought to be an o ther an gular passage leadin g to
th e tyler’s room a djacent to th e lodge ; and from
thence, by another right angle, you are admitted
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in to the presence o f th e brethren with your face
to the Light, and stan d prepared to salu te th e

W. M . So sacred a re th e proceedings of a lodge
,

a n d such is their immeasurable distan ce from com

mon observation and remark, that th e door which
opens from th e tyler’s room into th e Lodge shou ld
be protected by a screen o f thick moreen , or a
double en tran ce door, that nothin g whatever w hich
passes in th e lodge Should be heard even in this
privileged apartment.
In every convenient place th e arch itect should
contrive secret cryptae or closets . They are of indis
pensable utility, but in practice a re not su fficien tly
atten ded to in this coun try. On th e Contin ent
they a re n umerous, a n d are dign ified with th e

name of Chapels . Two of these apartments have
already been mention ed ; (1 ) a room for visitors

(2) the Tyler
’s room ; added to which there ought

to be a Vestry where th e orn amen ts, fu rn iture,
jew els, a n d other regalia a re deposited. This is
called th e Treasury or TyleI

’
s con clave

,
becau se

these things are un der his especial charge ; and a
commun ication is usua lly ma de to this apartmen t
from the Tyler’s room . There ough t also to be

(4) a Chapel for preparations, hun g w ith black
,

and having on ly o n e small light placed high up
,

near the ceiling ; (5 ) a Chapel for the dead, fur
n ish ed with a table, on which a re a lamp

, a n d

emblems o f mortality ; (6) the Master
’s conclave

,

where th e records, th e warrant, th e min u tes, a n d
every written documen t are kept. To this ro om
the W. M . retires when the Lodge is called from
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la bour to refreshment, and at other times when his
presen ce in th e lodge is not essential ; a n d here he
examin es the visitors, for which purpose a com

mun ica tion is formed between h is con clave a n d

th e visitor’s chapel . I t is furnished w ith blue ;
a n d here h e tran sacts th e lodge bu sin ess w ith his
Secreta ry . Th e Ark o f th e Coven ant is also d e
posited in this apartment. Non e of these Closets
shou ld exceed 1 2 feet squ are ; a n d may be o f

smaller dimen sion s accordin g to circumstan ces .
In th e middle of th e Hall there should be (7) a
moveable trap doo r in th e floor

, 7feet lon g a n d 3
or 4 broad, open in g in to a small crypt about 3 feet
in depth ; th e u se o f w hich is kn own to n on e bu t
perfect masons w h o have passed through all the
symbolica l degree
These con ven ien ces having been arran ged by th e

expert architect, a n d tran sferred to th e Tra cin g
Board for permanen t referen ce ; th e next care of
th e Master is to make due prepa ration for the
ceremon y o f commen cin g th e bu ildin g in peace
a n d harmony, a n d con secratin g th e grou n d to the
pu rposes of ma son ry by laying th e foun dation
s tone w ith all the usu a l formalities of the craft .
In Germany this du ty is discharged with th e

greatest care a n d circumspection ; for it is con

sidered in au spicious to omit any on e ceremon y
,

h ow triflin g soever it may appear, which custom
h a s ren dered necessary o n su ch a n augu st occasion .

A bu ildin g committee is therefore appoin ted to
make the prelimin ary arran gemen ts

,
and no thin g

is don e witho u t i ts previous sa n ction .
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CHAP . IV

THE FOUNDATION STONE .

Thu s sa ith th e Lord God , Behold, I la y in % ion for a

Foun da tion Ston e, a tried ston e, a precious corn er ston e
, a

sure foun da tion ; h e tha t believeth sha ll n ot ma ke ha ste.

% udgemen t a lso w ill I la y to th e lin e, a n d righteou sn ess to
th e plummet.”—ISAIAH .

THE appointment of a favourable d ay for level

ling th e footston e, is a qu estion which occupies
th e seriou s attention of the bu ilding committee ;
for our an cient brethren, in the con struc tion of
any magnificent edifice, whether civil or religious,
believed that the su ccess of th e underta kin g de
pended

,
in a great measu re on th e genial influence

o f the time when the work was commen ced . The
masonic days proper for this purpose

,
are from

the 1 5th o f April, to th e 1 5 th of May ; a n d the
1 8th of April has been pro n oun ced pecu liarly
a uspicious for layin g th e Foundation Stone o f a
mason’s lodge.

In th is reference we fi n d some remnant of th e
superstitions o f bygon e ages, when a potentate
consu lted his astrologers on the most fortun ate
period for commen cin g any public en terprize.

According to Lane, who quotes from El- Is-bakee,
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th e Mahometans consider thursday and friday
,

especially the latter to be fortun ate ; monday and
w ednesday doubtful ; sunday, tu esday, and satur
day, especia lly the last, un fortu n ate. It is said
that there a re seven evil days in every month ;
viz ., th e third, o n which Cain killed Abel ; the
fifth, on which God cast out Adam from paradise,
a n d on w hich Joseph was cast into the well ; the
thirteenth, o n which God took away the wealth of
Job and the kin gdom o f Solomon, and on w hich
the Jews killed th e prophets ; th e sixteenth, on
which God exterminated the people of Lot

,
trans

formed th e Jews in to apes, and on which the Jews
saw ed % acharia s asunder ; th e 2l st, on which
Pharoah was born, a n d drown ed ; th e 24th , o n

which Nimrod killed 70 women , a n d cast Abraham
into th e fire a n d th e 25th , o n which a su ffocatin g
win d was sen t upon th e people o f Hood. On th e

con tra ry, with u s, friday is deemed a n unlucky
period to u ndertake a n y importa n t busin ess . Thus
Fyn es Moryson , in his Itin erary, Speaking o f th e
king of Pola nd, in 1 593, says, th e n ext d ay th e
kin g had a good win d

,
but before this

,
because

they esteemed friday to be a n un lucky d ay, had
lost man y fa irwin ds .” An d it still contin ues to be
a supers tition amongst th e workin g cla sses of this
coun try, that it is unlucky to be married o n a

Th e above named time for layin g th e Foun dation
Ston e of a Masonic Hall however

,
appears to be

appropriate without a n y reference to a superstitious
F 3
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custom ; because nothin g ca n be more consonant
with reason a n d propriety

,
than to commen ce a

buildin g in the early sprin g
,
that th e workmen

may have the w ho le summer before them to com

plete th e un dertakin g adva n tageou sly
,
in order

that they may celebrate th e cape stone with con

fiden ce and joy.

A Master and two Fellow Crafts , if there be a
dearth of workmen , or war, or famin e, or distress,
may lawfully begin the work of bu ild in g a Lodge
bu t if none o f these causes be in opera tion to im
pede th e un dertakin g

,
he ought n o t to proceed

with less than seven workmen , for reason s which
a re eviden t to every bro ther, but can n ot be re

vea led. An d seven days, a t th e least, before the
period which th e bu ildin g Committee have fixed
for the commencemen t o f th e work, th e Master,
by the assistance o f his Secretary, should com
mun ica te su ch in tention to every Lodge in the
Provin ce ; havin g previously made his arrange
men ts with the Provin cial Gran d Master. The
Masters of Lodges a re expected, o n such occasion s,
to render their assistan ce, not only by bein g present
at the ceremon y o f layin g the fou n dation stone,
but also % by furnishin g a beam of ceda r

,
syca

more, or fir, to place in th e roof,besides such other
vo lun tary offerings as may be most convenien t to
themselves .”

On the appointed day, the Lodges being a ll

assembled in some convenien t place, the Provin cial
Grand Lodge is opened in due form and proof is
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demands to see th eWarra n t of th e Building Lodge ;
a n d bein g satisfied on this point a n d all others by
the usual enqu iries, h e proceeds to a ddress th e
brethren present to th e followin g effect . I
hereby, in th e presen ce of all these Worshipfu l
Masters, Warden s, a n d Deacon s, a n d o f a ll these
Master Masons

,
worthy a n d diligen t workmen of

our secret Craft, do ask of you, a n d o f your com
pan y, if you kn ow yourselves, a t this time, to have
don e an ything contrary to th e laws o f masonry,
which has not been communicated to the provincia l
authorities

, a n d whereby you ought to be sus

pen ded from your work ?
WORSHIPFUL MASTER .

We are a ll good mason s at this very time .
PROV INCIAL GRAND MASTER .

Have you
,
amongst your company any brother

guilty of brawlings, strife, a n d disobedience, in
Open lodge P

WORSHIPFU L MASTER .

We have none, Right Worshipfu l S ir.
PR OV INC IAL GRAND MASTER .

Have you a n y brother, who, after open Lodge,
is guilty o f drunken ness

,
common swearin g, or

profan e words ?
WOR SHIP FUL MASTER .

We have none, Right Worshipfu l Sir.
PROV INC IAL GRAN D MASTER .

Have you permissio n to do this day’s work P
WOR SHIPFUL MASTER .

We have ; and if it be you r will and pleasure,
it shall be here communicated.
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After this ceremony has been performed
, th e

Provincial Gran d Master proceeds to say ;
Masters

,
Warden s, Deacon s, a n d brethren ;

all here is right a n d as it should be . I give you
joy of this day’s work . I t has begun in zeal—let
it end in charity and brotherly love . May all
mason s help us in our present undertakin g ; and
let us give due honour to th e Master and brethren
o f th e Lodge

,
No . for wishing to raise a

Temple to Mason ry. May th e blessing of the
Mo st H igh rest upon it. May th e n ew Lodge
in crease in its prosperity ; a n d may it be an asylum
to harbou r th e poor brethren , and console the
rich . Amen . So mote it be.

”

Th e Ark o f th e Covenan t is n ow furnished by
the Stewards with th e Volume o f the Sacred Law ;
and also with salt

,
clay

,
a pair of compasses, and

other mason i c emblems a n d they deliver the Veil
to the Prov in cial Gran d Master, who sprin kles it
with essen ces . All th e brethren presen t then
walk roun d th e room in procession , preceded by
th e purple, a n d from a ba sin of perfume, th e Pro
Vin cia l Gra nd Master sprin kles them as they pass
by h im,

exclaiming
% May all our deeds be sweet and savoury %
May w e be a refreshin g odou r to our poor a n d

worthy brethren ; for Charity is as sweet as roses 1
”

Th e Lodge bein g n ow adjourn ed, th e public
procession is formed ; w hich will be foun d in a
subsequ ent pa ge, arran ged for a Provin ce, in a c

corda n ce with th e form prescribed by th e authority
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of the Grand Lodge. Th e principles on which it
is foun ded are precisely similar to th e regulations
of civil society ; for a lthough Freemason ry is un
doubtedly a democratic institution

,
yet its degrees

o f ran k a re placed on th e same scale of systema tic
gra dation, a s is used for th e regulation o f pre
ceden cy in a sta te or kin gdom .

I t is a n admitted prin ciple in masonry that the
post of honou r is th e la st pla ce in th e procession ;
which is accordin gly taken by th e Grand, or Pro
Vin cia l Grand Master

,
if he be present ; a Gran d

Tyler with a sword bein g placed on each side
,
and

a Sw ord Bearer before him ; th e swords bein g
drawn

,
a n d th e scabbards left behin d. Th e Sw ord

Bea rer is preceded by th e Standard of th e Gran d
Master or of th e Province, as the case may be,
flanked by the Stew ards w ith wands. Next in
precedence a re his compan y o f the Gran d or Pro
vin cia l Grand Lodge, accordin g to their offi ce,
clothed in pu rple, w ith Jew els o f gold, a n d pre

ceded by a Tyler with his sword also drawn . Then
follow th e private lodges accordin g to their n um
bers

,
each arran ged in form ; i . e . the brethren

first ; then the offi cers agreeably to their rank, th e
Master bein g the last person , who is atten ded by
th e bann er o f th e lodge. Thus the W. M . of the
Oldest lodge will be placed immedia tely before th e
purple brethren a n d if th e Provin cial Gran d
Master a n d his Staff be not present, he will then
take precedence

,
or the last place in the pro

cession .
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On th e Continent the Grand Master walks
un der a gorgeous can opy o f blue

,
purple

,
and

crimson silk
,
with gold frin ges a n d ta ssels, born e

upon staves painted pu rple a n d orn amen ted w ith
gold

,
by eight o f th e oldest Ma ster Mason s

present ; a n d the Ma sters o f private lodges w a lk
under can opies of light blue silk w ith silver tassels
a n d frin ges

,
borne by four members of their own

respective compan ies . Th e ca n opies are in the
form of a n oblon g square, a n d a re in length six

feet
, in breadth a n d height three feet, havin g a

semicircular coverin g. The framework shou ld be
o f cedar ; a n d th e silken coverin g ought to hang
dow n two feet o n each Side. In th e cen tre o f th e

procession is carried th e Ark o f Allia n ce
,
covered

with a veil of blue, purple, a n d crimson silk
,
in

altern ate s tripes, by fou r of th e most ag ed masons
presen t, without regard to their ra n k in mason ry.

When th e procession moves on ward to th e place
where th e foun dation ston e is prepa red to be
levelled, th e music should play some solemn air ;
for lively tunes a re indecorou s and u n su ited to this
stage of th e proceedin gs . Pleyel

’
s Germa n Hymn

,

Haydn ’s Nation al An them, Handel
’s Minu et in

Samson , or a slow march would be con sidered
appropriate.
Havin g arrived within a proper d istance of the

Spot, th e procession halts, th e brethren open to
th e right and left, so as to leave room for th e

Grand Master to pass up the centre, he bein g
preceded by h is standard and sword Bearer, the
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Grand Officers a n d brethren followin g in succes
sion from the rear

,
so as to invert th e order of

procession . Th e Grand Master havin g arrived at
his station on a pla tform, th e brethren form them
selves in to a squa re round the stone, which is
directed to be laid in th e corn er of th e Amorites .
An Ode is then sung ; th e Gran d Chapla in repeats
a prayer

,
and the Gran d Treasurer having deposited

the various coins o f the realm, th e cement is laid
on the lower stone, and bein g Spread w ith a silver
trowel by th e Grand Master, the upper on e is let
down slowly to solemn music. The Grand Master
then descen ds to the ston e

,
and proves that it is

properly adju sted by th e plumb
,
level, a n d square,

which a re delivered to h im in su ccession by th e
three officers to whom they belong after which
th e architect delivers to h im th e mallet, with which
h e gives three knocks upon th e ston e . When the
operations are completed

, th e GrandMaster makes
an address to the assembly, in which h e tells them,

in such lan guage as he may be pleased to u se, that
w e are law ful masons

,
true and fa ithful to th e laws

o f our country
,
a n d en gaged by solemn obligation s,

to erect magn ificen t bu ildings, to be serviceable to
the brethren , and to fear God, th e Great Architect
o f th e Universe —that we have amon gst u s

,

concealed from th e eyes of allmen , secrets which
can not be divu lged

,
a n d which have never been

found out -bu t that these secrets are law ful and
honourable

,
and not repugnant to the laws of God

or man . They were entrusted, in peace and hon
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our, to the masons of ancien t times, and have been
fa ith q y transmitted to u s ; and that it is our
du ty to con vey them unimpaired to the latest
posterity . Un less our craft were good, a n d our

calling honou rable, w e Should not have lasted for
so many cen turies, n or should w e have been hon
oured w ith th e pa tron age of so man y illu strious
men in all ages, who have ever show n themselves
ready to promote our in terests, and to defend us
aga in st all adversaries . We are assembled here
to- day in th e fa ce of you all to build a house for
masonry

,
which w e pray God may deserve to

prosper ; by becomin g a place o f con course for
good men

,
a n d promotin g harmon y and brotherly

love throughou t the world till time shall be no
more .

Th e brethren all exclaim, So mote it be.

”

Th e above detail h a s been adapted from th e

rituals w hich a re used in Germany
,
Fran ce

,
and

o ther con tin en tal n ations ; but I have inserted
n o thin g wh ich is in consisten t with our ow n pra c

tice or which might n ot be used in this country
withou t the slightest violation of th e ordin an ce for
th e above has been issued by our own Gran d
Lodge ; and there a re some poin ts which I con

sider to be an improvement o n our practice . I
subjoin th e continen tal formula.
After th e brethren have formed themselves into
a fellow crafts lodge roun d the founda tion stone

,

th e architect is called for, w h o places himself in
front of the Grand Master, who whispers in his
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ea r something wh ich all Master Ma son s kn ow ; on
which th e architec t produces th e plan of th e build
ing, which is in spected, a n d handed rou n d amon gst
th e brethren . An an them is then su n g ; a n d th e
Gran d Ma ster calls for th e w orkin g tools of a
mason a n d an oin ts them with oil. He then de
livers them to th e W. M . o f th e bu ildin g lodge

,

w h o han ds them to th e architect. Th e Gran d
Master then say s ;

% W. M . of th e Lodge
,

what will your lodge be like
The W. M . an swers no thing, but liftin g up h is
right han d points first th e heaven s, and then to
th e earth, a n d then extends his arms to their
utmost limit.

GRAND MASTER .

That is a good pla n , Worshipful Master ; but
have you nothing more to tell me
Th e W. M . makes n o verbal reply to this qu es

tion
,
bu t puts h is right han d on his heart, and

presses th e fore fingers of his left hand o n h is

lips .
GRAND MA STER .

Th e W. M . does well, brethren, let u s copy his
example.

Un derneath the foundation stone th e offi ciatin g
Ma ster places some grain s of Whea t, with a few

drops of Oil and Win e, along with th e coin s of
th e coun try. In addition to w hich th e Gran d
Master throws in a spoonful of salt, which is h is
exclu sive privilege . Th e mortar is then spread as
already described, a n d the ston e descends ; w hich
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GRAND MASTER .

Havin g full con fiden ce in you r skill in the Royal
a rt

,
it on ly remain s that I finish th e w ork . (Here

h e strikes three times with a mallet upon the
stone .) May this undertakin g be condu cted and
completed by the craftsman, accordin g to the gra nd
plan

, in pea ce, ha rmon y, and brotherly love.
The Gra nd Master, attended by the purple
brethren then descends from the platform,

and
compasses the founda tion s o f the bu ilding in solemn
procession ; after which returnin g to his can opy,
he an oin ts the foun dation ston e with fresh oil

copiously
,
till it runs down on all sides, sayin g,

As Jacob th e son of Isaa c, th e son of Abra
h am,

fled from th e face of his brother Esau
,
going

from Beersheba toward Haran, h e tarried in a
certain place all night where h e slept on th e cold
groun d

,
with a stone for his pillow in great dis

comfort. Here he had a vision of the gates o f
heaven

,
and when h e awoke he anoin ted th e stone

o n which h e slept with oil, and named th e place
Beth El, or th e House o f God. In like man ner I
an oin t this ston e with pure oil, prayin g that in the

’

bu ilding which may arise from it none but good
men may en ter, and men that fea r God. Then
may it truly be said, Behold h ow good a n d joyful
a thin g it is, brethren to dwell together in u n ity
It is like th e preciou s ointmen t upon th e head,
that ra n down unto th e beard, even un to Aaron ’s
bea rd

,
a n d went dow n to the skirts o f h is clothin g .

Like as the dew o f Hermon which fell on the hill
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o f Sion for there th e Lord promised h is blessing
a n d life for evermore .”

An Anthem is then sun g, a n d the brethren re

turn to the lodge from whence they set out.
It may be usefu l in this place to add a few words

o n th e custom of scatterin g corn, wine, an d o il
,

a n d salt, on th e foundation , as the elements of
c onsecration ; which appears to have been a custom
o f great antiquity. Corn, wine, and oil, ta ken to
gether, a re a symbol o f pro sperity and abu n dance ;
a n d refer in this case to th e anticipated su ccess of
th e Lod ge where they ha ve been used, in pro
motin g amongst its members th e blessings o f

mora li ty a n d virtue, a n d by a n increase o f th e

brethren, to dissemin ate amon gst man kin d, th e
benefits resultin g from Brotherly Love, Relief,
and '

Ih ‘

uth , that society in general may profit by
a n infusion of the prin ciples of mason ry in to every
c lass, a n d introdu cin g a better feelin g in to the
whole mass . Thu s, a s a little lea ven leaveneth th e
whole lump

,
so all may become mason s in practice,

although n ot mason s by professio n a n d th e gen

eral ameliora tion o f society be produ ced by th e
gen ial influen ce of masonic wisdom

,
goodness

,
and

truth .

Corn was a symbol of the resurrec tion
,
which

significantly referred to in th e third degree of
ma sonry. Jesus Christ compares himself to a corn
o f wheat falling into th e ground, as a symbol of
the resurrection. S t . Paul says, the sow er sows
a Simple of corn, no matter of what kind,

G 3
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which at its proper season rises to light
,
clothed

in verdure . So also is the resurrection of th e
dead. The Apostle might

,
says Ca lmet

,
have

instanced the power of God in th e progress of
vivifica tion ; and might have in ferred that the
same power which could confer life origin ally

,

could certainly restore it to those particles which
once had possessed it. I t is possible h e has done
this covertly, havin g Chosen to mention vegetable
seed, that bein g most obviou s to common n otice

yet not intending to termin ate his referen ce in a n y
quality of vegetation . We fin d the same man n er
of expression in Menu, who, discou rsin g of chil
dren says, % whatever be th e quality o f the seed
scattered in a field prepa red in d ue season , a pla n t
of the same quality sprin gs in that field with
peculiar V isible properties. That o n e plant shou ld
be sown and another produ ced, can not happen ;
whatever seed may be sown

,
even that produces

its proper stem All this reason ing serves to
prove that com is a correct symbol of th e resur
rection .

Wine is a symbol of cheerfulness and joy. Thu s
David, Speakin g of th e divin e ben eficen ce, says,
He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle

,
a n d

herb for the service o f ma n , tha t h e may brin g
forth the food out of the earth, and w in e th a t

ma keth gla d th e h ea rt of ma n , a n d oil to make
his face to shine

,
and bread which stren gth en eth

man ’s heart .” Vin eyards were plen tiful in Pales
tine. It was indeed peculiarly a land of corn,
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a n d wine, and oil. Thus to Show th e abundance
o f Vines which Should fall to the lot o f Judah in
th e partition o f the promised land, Jacob, in his
prophetic benediction

,
says of this tribe, he shall

be found

Bin din g h is colt to th e vin e,
An d to th e Cho ice vin e, th e foa l o f h is a ss.

Wa shin g h is ga rmen ts in w in e,

His clothes in th e blood o f th e gra pe.

Th e Jews planted their V ineyards, says
% the

Investigator
,

” most commonly o n th e south side

o f a hill or mountain , th e ston es bein g gathered
ou t, and th e space edged roun d with thorns, or
walled in . Th e expression o f sittin g every ma n

un der his ow n V ine,
” which is u sed more than

o n ce in our scriptu res, probably a lludes to the
delightfu l eastern arbours, which were partly com
posed o f vin es . Norden Speaks o f vin e arbours
a s being common in th e Egyptian gardens ; and
th e Praen estin e pavemen t in Shaw’s Travels, gives
u s the figure o f a n ancien t on e Th e expression
is in ten ded to refer to a time o f public tranqu illity
a n d profound peace.

Oil was an cien tly con sidered the symbol of

prosperity and happiness . Th e o il of gladness
men tioned in th e Jew ish writin gs, was a perfumed
oil with which the people an oin ted themselves o n
d ays o f public rejo icing and festivity. Every
thin g that was appropriated to th e pu rposes o f

religion in the tabernacle a n d temple, were all con

secreted w ith oil. Kings and priests were anointed
G 5
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in th e same mann er. And our lodges, as temples
con secra ted to morality a n d virtue, are also hallow
ed by th e application o f corn

,
win e

,
a n d oil.

Our ancien t brethren used salt as an emblem of
consecration , becau se it w a s a symbol of Wisdom
a n d Learn in g. Our Saviour says

,

% have salt in
yourselves, a n d have peace o n e with an other.”

And St Paul adds
,

% let your speech be a lways
with grace, a n d season ed with sa lt.

” Sa lt is also a
symbo l of perpetu ity a n d incorruption . Thu s th e
Jewish la w is said to have been % a coven an t of
salt before the Lord .

” An d again in an other
place

,

% the Lord ga ve the kin gdom o f Israel to
David a n d to his son s, by a covenan t of salt.

” A
foreign writer, un der th e da te of 1666, qu oted by
Brand

,
says

,

% th e sen timen ts a n d Opin ion s both
of divin es a n d philosophers, concu r in makin g salt
the emblem o f wisdom a n d learnin g ; a n d that,
n ot only o n accou n t of w hat it is composed of,
but also with respect to th e severa l uses to w hich
it is applied . AS to its componen t parts, a s it
con sists of th e purest matter, so ought Wisdom
to be pure

,
soun d

,
immacula te, a n d in corruptible

and simila r to the effects which salt produ ces upon
bodies, ought to be those o f wisdom a n d learn in g
upo n th e mind. This rite o f sa lt is a pledge or

earnest of th e study of good hearts, a n d o f obedi
en ce and du ty .

” Th e application of this mea n in g
of th e symbo l to our society is n ot diffi cu lt, be
cause our profession is to cultivate Wisdom, to
maintain charity

,
and to live in harmony and
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brotherly love. An d it is ordain ed tha t none ca n
u se salt in th e consecratio n o f a Lodge but the
Grand Master, beca u se h e is, in a pecu liarma n ner,
th e pillar o f Wisdom . Th e fo llow in g epigram w a s

written when th e tax was first la id upon salt abou t
th e middle of the last century.

Th e emblem o
’

th
’
n a tion , so grave a n d precise,

On th e emblem of w isdom have la id a n excise.

Pra y tell me, grave Spa rks, a n d your a n sw er don ’t smother,
Why on e represen ta tive ta xes a n other
Th e Commo n s on Sa lt a n ew impost have la id

,

To ta x Wisdom too , they most humbly a re pra y’

d

For tell me ye pa tron s of w oollen a n d cra pe,
Why th e type should be fin ’

d , a n d th e substa n ce esca pe

Salt h a s ever been distin guished as an emblem
of hospitality. Thu s the govern ors o f the Prov
in ces beyond th e Euphrates

,
writing to kin g

Artaxerxes, tell him tha t % they are salted with
th e salt of th e p a lace meanin g that they have
the right o f mainten a n ce there. Waldron in his
description o f the Isle of M a n

,
says

,

%
n o person

will go out o n any materia l affair without takin g
some sa lt in their pockets ; much less remove from
o n e hou se, marry, pu t ou t a child

, or take on e to

nurse
,
w ithou t salt bein g mu tua lly interchan ged ;

nay, though a poor creatu re be almost famished in
th e streets, h e w ill not accept o f any food

,
unless

you j om salt to th e rest of your benevolence.

”

We have a cu rious instan ce of the rega rd paid to
salt as an emblem o f hospitality and friendship in
distant countries, related by Harmer from D’ Her.
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belot. Ja coub ben Laith, who appears to have
been nothin g more than a captain o f ba n ditti in
Persia, havin g broken into th e palace o f th e prin ce,
a n d collected a very la rge booty ; he was o n th e
point of departin g, when his foo t kicked against
somethin g which made h im stumble. Imagin ing
it might be somethin g of valu e, h e put it to his
mou th a n d found it to be a lump of salt. Upon
this, accordin g to th e superstition of th e coun try,
where th e people con sidered salt as a symbo l a n d
pledge o f hospitality

,
h e was so tou ched that h e

left all his booty
,
a n d retired without takin g a n y

thin g with him . Th e next morn in g, th e risk they
had run in losin g so man y valuables caused a strict
enquiry to be made

,
a n d Ja coub bein g foun d to be

th e person con cern ed, h e fran kly told th e whole
story to th e prin ce, by which h e so effectu a lly
gain ed his esteem that he took him into his service,
a n d he u ltimately su cceeded his master on th e

Persian thron e.

”

Salt was also a symbol o f Fidelity. Whence
th e propriety o f its u se amon gst masons . It was
a lso an emblem of etern ity a n d immo rtality ; be
cause it is not liable to pu trefa ction itself, a n d pre
serves every thin g that is season ed with it from
decay. Regin ald Scott, in h is discourse con cern in g
Devils a n d Spirits, a sserts tha t th e devil loveth
no salt to his meat

,
for that it is a Sign of etern ity

,

a n d used by God’s comma n dments in all sacrifices .”

In like manner th e science of Freema sonry may be
a ptly symbolized by salt, because it i s eternal and
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CHAP . V .

THE DECORATIONS .

In w hich ther w ere mo yma ges

Of gold sta n din g in son drie sta ges
In mo riche ta bern a cles ;
An d w ith pierre moe pin n a cles,
An d moe curious pourtra ytures
An d quen t ma n n ere figures.

at a: as a: at

Of these ya tes flourish in ges
Ne o f compa ces n e o f kervin gs,

Ne h ow th e ha ck in g in ma son ries
As corbelles a n d ima geries.

CHAUCER .

THE next ceremon y
'

by which the n ewly-bu ilt
hall is appropriated to mason ic purposes is th e dis
posal of its furnitu re a n d decoration s prepa ra tory
to the solemn rite of dedica tion a n d con secration .

Great discrimin ation is required to accomplish this
poin t correctly a n d with proper effect ; a n d very
frequ ently the impo sin g a ppea ra n ce which a lodge
ought to presen t to th e eye, is lost for w an t of due
a tten tion to these prelimin ary arran gemen ts . Th e

expert mason will be co n vinced that the w alls o f a
lodge room ought neither to be absolutely naked
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n or too much decorated . A chaste disposal of

symbolical ornaments in the right places
,
and

accordin g to propriety, relieves th e dulness and
vacuity of a blank space ; and though but sparin gly
u sed

,
will produce a striking impression , and con

tribute to the general beauty and solemnity o f the
scene.

Th e embellishmen t of th e interior of a Lodge
room is in deed o f vast importance ; although I am
a fra id

,
very little attention is usually paid to it ;

and nothin g but a fi n e a n d discriminating taste
ca n do it ample ju stice. Nor is it necessary to
incur heavy expen ces in the details, for it is the
design

,
and n ot the value of th e materials, that

produces the effect . A few brief hin ts for this
purpose may be acceptable ; although after all,
much will depen d on th e judgment of the archi
teet

,
who ought, in all cases, to be a brother.

Over th e row of win dows, which, a s I have
already observed, a re disposed on on e side of th e
room

,
Shou ld be placed, run n ing from east to west,

a thick bra ss rod, o n which is suspen ded, from a
series of rings of th e same metal, a great curta in
extending th e whole len gth o f th e room, and
when drawn, coverin g all th e win dows a t once,
for separate win dow curtains are u nma son ic, and
n ot to be tolerated in a good lodge. This great
curtain must be composed of blue

,
purple and

crimson moreen
,
disposed in alternate stripes

,
the

breadth o f th e stuff, a n d lin ed with black cloth .

Silk may be used if the lodge be prosperous enough
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to incur the expen ce, but neither cotton or linen
a re allowed. It must, however, be quite plain a n d
devo id of orn ament ; for th e in ten ded effect would
be en tirely destroyed by th e in trodu ction of tassels

,

frin ges
,
or b in ding of any other colou r.

In th e east shou ld be a raised platform or dais
for th e Master a n d his atten da nt officers . Here
a re th e tw o pillars already men tion ed flanking the
Cha ir or Thron e, which is elevated on three steps
at some distan ce from the wall for sufficient
space ought to be left for two persons to pass con
ven ien tly, which is concealed from th e observation
o f th e brethren by a screen placed behind the
chair

,
higher than th e Master’s head when seated.

Th e two extremities o f th e screen a re made to fold
inwa rds at right an gles, thus en closin g the officers
o n the dais by three sides o f a para llellogram. On
th e back of th e screen a design shou ld be pain ted
o n a groun d of black or dark purple, emblematical
o f the name o f th e lodge a n d th e flaps should be
decorated with in tersectin g trian gles, emblems of
mortality

,
or other ma son ic designs accordin g to

th e taste of the arch itect . Th e effect will be
augmented by pain tin g it as a transparen cy. In
foreign Lodges there is placed behin d th e throne,
a n d high up in th e gable of th e roof, a well ton ed
h ell or Indian gong ; and I have known it used
with good effect in our own cou n try.

Th e pedestal is placed in fron t of th e throne .
In form it is a double cube a n d shou ld be ma de
o f shittim wood or acacia, in imitation of the Alta r
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of incense and other appen dages to the tabernacle
o f Moses . This ma son ic altar is con secrated by
th e Book of th e La w ,

which is alw ays spread Open
u pon it

,
a t some importa n t pa ssa ge o f scripture,

durin g th e contin ua n ce of th e solemn min istrations
o f th e lodge. In th e first degree it is usually
un fo lded at Ru th iv . 7; in th e secon d degree at
Judges xxii . 6 ; a n d in th e third a t 1 Kin gs vii.
1 3

,
1 4 . These u sag es how ever, it may be n eces

sary to add
,
a re arbitrary ; for w e fi n d , at differen t

periods durin g th e la st cen tu ry that Genesis xxii.
a n d xxviii, w ere in differen tly u sed for th e first
degree ; 1 Kin gs vi . 7, a n d 2 Chro n icles iii . 17,
for th e seco n d ; a n d Amos x. 25, 26, a n d 2 Chron
icles v i . for th e third . In the Un ited States

, a c

cordin g to th e in stru ctio n s con tain ed in Cross’s
Chart

, th e B ible is opened in th e first degree at
Psalm cxxxiii ; in th e secon d at Amos vii and in
th e third at Ecclesia stes xii.
Aga in , du rin g th e ceremon y o f consecra ting a
Lodge th e Vo lume shou ld be displayed a t 1 Kin gs
viii in procession s at Numbers x a n d a t fun erals
at Gen . i.

,
or 1 Cor . xv. It is ho w ever

,
a matter

o f little importa n ce, provided th e passage cor

respo n d with th e stru cture of a n y p a rt of the
degree . A section o f our brethren have alw ays
evin ced th e grea test a n x iety that this a rran gemen t
Shou ld be pu n ctu a lly observed ; a n d a re even so
pa rticu la r a s to ha ve th e obliga t ion sea led o n th e

a ppropria te verse ; w hile others treat it w ith in
differen ce and some care very little w hether it be

H
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w holly omitted. In fact I kn ew a lodge where th e
Master always Open ed h is B ible a t Eccles . x,
which has no mason ic reference wha tever.
In the West, a n d fa cin g the Master’s Thron e,

there ought to be a gallery furn ished with a n

orga n ; which is also u seful for a musical band,
or for the accommodation of ladies o n festive
occasion s .
Th e techn ical orn aments of a lodge are, as is
well known

,
the mosa ic pavemen t, th e bla z in g

star
,
a n d the tessela ted border ; but a well disposed

lodge room admi ts of other orn aments which add
considerably to the brillia n cy of its appearan ce.

These decoration s, however, ought to be in the
strictest con formity w ith th e gen iu s of th e order.
Their introdu ction is frequ en tly th e effect o f acci
den t. A chea p purchase a t a sa le

,
or the in dis

crimin ate liberality o f a n in dividual brother, will
frequ ently pla ce amon gst th e ornamen ts, a pictu re
or bust

,
which is not in keepin g with th e gen eral

contour o f the lodge fu rniture. Such anomalies
ough t to be avoided.

Th e Freemason’s H all
,
Great % ueen Street, is

a beau tiful specimen of this kind of ornament, as
it was design ed by th e architect at th e period o f
its erection . I t is purely mason ic ; a n d hence it
is to be presumed that sta tues or pain tin gs o f th e
Virtues a re in good ta ste as also o f th e worthies
n amed in th e B ible, who are celebrated in th e

system o f ma son ry ; su ch as Abraham orMoses,
Solomon or H A B

,
or th e two S t. John s ; any or



75

a ll o f these would be appropriate . Nor Should
pictu res o f th e great benefactors o f mason ry be
omitted

,
as a memen to o f departed worth which

th e craft delights to honou r. These deco ration s,
j udiciously in terspersed with masonic emblems, if
properly man aged, may contribute to produ ce a
very imposin g appearance. A marble slab, con
tainin g th e name o f the lodge, with its founder,
a n d th e contribu tors to th e buildin g fund, ought
to be let in to the north wall. Th e candlesticks
should be made o f brass, a n d very lofty. These
add a grace to the appearance o f a lodge which
ca n only be estimated by those who have witnessed
th e effect. Some o f the most gorgeous foreign
lodges u se a seven branched candelabrum,

in imita
tion of the golden candlestick o f the tabern acle
and temple ; and this appears to be a most appro

pria te article of furn itu re to occupy a conspicuous
place in th e lodge. I t was a truly magnificent
u ten sil, weighing 1 25 pou n ds, a n d therefore would
be worth abou t £6000 of our money. It stood
upon a base with a perpen dicular stem,

at th e top
o f which was the centre light. Three branches
projected from the stem on each side

,
formin g

th e segmen t o f a circle, and rising as high as th e
cen tre light. The whole o f the candlestick was
adorned with a variety of carved ornamen ts, all in
chased gold. In a lodge the candlesticks shou ld
alw ays be composed of bright brass ; wood of all
k inds being extremely improper.

H 3
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In a good lodge silen ce and gravity a re great
recommen dation s durin g th e hours a ppropriated
to la bour. Th e ordinary busin ess is of too serious
a n a ture to admit o f a n y disturban ces a n d hen ce
th e ancien t charges direct that n o brother shall
behave himself ludicrou sly or jestin gly while the
lodge is en gaged in what is serious a n d solemn ;
n or u se a n y un becomin g lan gu age upon any pre
ten ce whatever ; but to pay due reverence to th e
Master, Wa rdens

,
a n d fellow s, a n d put them to

worship . Even the n oise o f movin g th e sea ts or
the feet

,
is to be avoided as mu ch as po ssible ;

a n d for this pu rpose san d is not allowed to be
strew ed on th e floor ; n or a re th e brethren per
mitted to lea ve th e Lodge durin g th e solemn
ceremonies, lest the noise thu s made should distu rb
the proceedings. The effect of an in itiation wou ld
be en tirely destroyed by any in terruption of this
kin d ; a n d it is easy to un derstan d that the same
kin d of disturbance wou ld be calcula ted to distra ct
the attention of the brethren du rin g the delivery
of th e lectures . It wou ld also create a degree of
embarrassment to th e Master, a n d ten d to dis
arrange his ideas, and con sequ en tly, to some ex
tent, nullify his in struction s . I t is to preven t th e
occurrence o f a ll such irregula rities that th e Gra n d
Lodge have provided that if a n y brother behave
in such away as to disturb the harmon y of the
lodge

,
h e shall be thrice admon ished by th eMas ter ;

and if he persist in his irregular con du ct he sha ll
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CHAP. VI.

THE NAME .

Wh a t’s in a n ame tha t w hich w e call a rose
By a n y other n ame w o uld smell as sw eet.

SHAKESPEARE .

% Th e Ph te n icia n s gave a ppella tion s to pla ces a ccordin g to
their respective commodities a n d ma n ufa ctures, w herein , if w e
do but seriously co n sider forWha t pa rticu la r thin g ea ch co un try,
in former time, w a s mo st especia lly ta ken n otice o f

,
a n d then

a pply th e Ph uen icia n n ame o f tha t thin g , let it be custom,
situ a

tion , tra de, or a n ythin g else , a n d w e sha ll fi n d th e Ph aen icia n

w ord so exa ctly a greein g w ith th e n a ture o f th e coun try so ex

pressed , tha t w e mu st con clude it impossible so con sta n t a n d
gen era l a n ha rmon y betw een them should ha ppen by cha n ce ;
but ra ther, tha t th e n ames w ere imposed for some pa rticula r
rea son or design .

”

SAMMES

A word o n th e Names of lodges may not be
unacceptable . Th e brethren who drew up th e

code of % the Helvetian Ceremonies of Ma son s,
said to come from Egypt, tran sla ted from th e

French a n d German of L. S . U . a n d 2 B 7C,
”
con

d emn th e u se o f such names as th e Apollo, th e
Min erva , th e Vesta , &c .,

a s bein g heathen , a n d

furn ishin g ideas of idola try a n d superstition . They
also disapprove of the n ames which sa vour o f a n y

sect orparty, either religious or political. These,
”
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they say
, ca n have nothin g to do with masonry .

”

D es Etan gs, however, con ten ds that it is lawfu l
to use as th e names of lodges, a n y of the great
hea then philosophers, such a s % oroaster, Confucius,
Pythagoras

,
Socra tes, Plato , &c. ; and also Wis

d om,
Good Faith

,
Friendship

,
Constancy, or a n y

other o f th e moral virtues.
In this cou n tryth e titles of lodges are frequently
determined by chance ; bu t th e most appropriate
a re those which a re assumed from the n ames of
some an cient ben efactor

,
or meritorious in dividu al

w h o w a s a native of the place where th e lodge is
held ; as in a city, th e builder o f th e Cathedral
Chu rch becau se it is qu ite certain that he was a
ma son ; for non e but tho se who a re impregnated
with the tru e scien tific prin ciples of the order

,

cou ld possibly have produ ced th e mysterious and
complicated effect which those go rgeous edifices
un iformly display. The name of a Hundred or
Wa pen take in w hich the lodge is situated

,
or of a

n a viga ble river which con fers wea lth a n d dign ity
o n th e town, a re proper titles for a lodge ; as are
also th e orders o f architectu re

,
th e theological or

cardin a l virtues and Harmon y
,
Brotherly Love,

Frien dship, Un ity, or other social qualities of th e
min d . In all cases th e temper of the brethren
shou ld correspon d with th e n ame of th e lodge ;
otherw ise they will expose themselves to be ra n ked
as hypocrites

,
a n d in stead o f mason ry constitutin g

their pride
,
it will subject them to obloquy and

Shame . If the members o f a lodge dedicated to
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Friendship or Harmony be notoriously at variance
with each other - if th e brethren o f a lodge of
Fidelity be, in practice, un faithfu l to every tru st ;

- if a lodge called Social Un ion be distin guished
by bickerin gs a n d disputes or of Good Fa ith

,
by

defraudin g or swindling their neighbou rs what
ca n be expected to result from such anoma lies

,

but disorder amongst themselves and un popu larity
in th e world ; their ow n cha racter will be compro
mised

,
th e lodge disgraced

, a n d Freemason ry
,

which ought to be th e vehicle o f perfec t frien dship
,

will become a by-word and a reproach, in the esti
mation of all good a n d worthy men .

The preceden cy of lodges, however, depen ds on
the Number and n ot on th e Name ; although by
custom every lodge has its proper name and this
is considered of such importan ce by the masonic
au thorities, that the approbation o f th e Grand
Master, or at lea st of th e Provin cial Grand Master
must be obtained before a n y name ca n be legiti
mately used a n d even then it must be registered
with the Grand Secretary. Nor ca n any lodge
alter its name without the same authority. The
privilege of giving a name has alw ays

'

been con

sidered as a token of authority. Thu s a fa ther is
empowered to determin e th e names o f his Children,
and a ma ster those o f his servants . For th e same
reason th e Master determines the name o f h is

lodge. I t is said in Scripture that Adam gave a
name to h is wife and to all the animals, which they
ever a fter retained. God himself condescended to
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Chan ge the names of Abram,
Jacob

,
and Sarai, as

a token of hon or
,
and a n addition expressin g his

pa rticular rega rd for them. Hence h e gave a
n ame, even before their birth

,
to some perso n s to

whom h e purposed to ex ten d his favou rs in a n

especia l man n er ; as to Solomon whom h e ca lled
Jedidia h to th e Messia h w hom h e called Emanuel
a n d Jesu s

,
to John th e Baptist, &c .

Assign in g a name to a lodge, like the deter
min a tion of the name of a so n or daughter, is
frequen tly a matter of mu ch seriou s deliberation
a n d is sometimes atten ded with pow erfu l religiou s
feelin gs.

% Th e stran ge prejudice o f lu cky a n d

un lucky names,
” says D ’

lsra eli, prevailed a ll

over modern Eu rope. Th e successor of Adria n
VI ., w ished to preserve his own name o n the
papal thron e but he gave up the wish w hen the
con clave of Cardinals used th e pow erful argumen t
that all the Popes who h a d preserved their ow n
n ames

,
h a d died in th e first year of their po n tifica te.

Cardin al Marcel Cervin , w h o preserved his name
w hen elected Pope, died on the tw en tieth d ay o f

h is pon tifica te, which con firmed this superstitiou s
opin ion . La Moth le Veys gravely asserts tha t all
the queens of Naples of th e n ame of Joan

,
a n d

th e kings of Scotlan d o f th e n ame of James, have
been un fortun ate ; a n d w e have formal treatises on
th e fatality o f particu la r n ames .”

Th e same credulitv still opera tes, to a certain
exten t, amon gst ourselves ; and not only th e

ign orant
,
but also men of learning and talen t are
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scarcely able to divest themselves o f certain fa ncies
abou t th e names of their children a s if their
success in life were to be dependant o n a ca su al
appellation imposed at th e fon t. Nor is th e super
stition confined to a n y nation or people but
appears indigenous to th e human min d. Amon gst
the Roman s there were certain mysteriou s notion s
connected with the names of in dividu a ls . In
calling over a muster roll o f so ldiers, th e serjean ts
always began with names of good omen, as Felix,
Fa u stu s, &c .,

analagou s to our Good lu ck, H a ppy
,

&c . Livy, speakin g of a person named Atriu s
Umber

,
calls it a bomin a n di omz

’

m
’

s n omen a n d in
like manner Plau tus says of on e whose name w a s
Lyco,

V osmet n u n c fa cite con jecturam caeterum,

% u id id sit homin is, cui Lyco n omen siet.

Plato recommended to paren ts to select lucky
names (fa u sta n omin a) for their children ; and
Pythagoras thought a man ’s success in life was
depen da n t o n his name. Camden has a story
illustrative of his feelin g.

% We reade that two
Amba ssa dours were sent out o f France into Spa in e
to kin g Alphon se th e ninth to deman d o f th e

daughters which h e h a d by th e da ughter of kin g
Hen rie the secon d of England, to bee married to
their sovera ign e kin g Lewes th e eighth . On e of
these ladies w a s very bea utifull, ca lled Vrra ca , th e
other n ot so bea u tifull, bu t named Blanche. When
they were presen ted to the Amba ssa dours, all men
held it a s a matter resolved that the choyce would
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light upon V rra ca , as th e elder and fairer. But
th e Amba ssa dours en qu irin g each of their n ames,
tooke o ffen ce a t Vrra ca

,
a n d made choyce of th e

la dy Blanche, sayin g that h er name would bee
better received in Fran ce then th e other

,
as sig

nifyin g faire a n d bea u tifull, according to the verse
made to h er hon our .”

Ca n dida , ca n descen s candore, et cordis et oris .
An d a modern French w riter h a s th e followin g
passa ge, which show s that th e same feelin g still
prevails amo n gst that people. What is you r
n ame, Mademoiselle ? Felise, replied th e Child.

It is a pretty n ame
,
sa id the kin d hearted woman .

Felise—that means happy on e that is born un der
a fortun ate star 1 Hea rin g these w ords

, th e travel
ler a n d h er atten dant in volun tarily tu rned

,
a n d,

doubtless struck by th e same thought
,
cast a

singula r look upon th e child .

”

Pegge has quo ted from Fu ller a n amusing in
stan ce o f th e same superstition in a Spa n ia rd .

Such w a s th e ridicu lous attachmen t to lon g a n d

high soun din g names a n d titles in Spain
,
that

w hen a n epidemica l sickn ess raged in Lon don in
th e reign of % ueen Elizabeth, the Spanish Am
ba ssa dor, who, I suppose, en joyed a sesquipedal
n ame

,
was con sign ed for safety to th e charge of

Sir John Cu tts, at his sea t in Cambridgeshire.

Th e do n
,
upon th e occasion expressed some dis

sa tisfa ction ; feel
i
n g himself dispa raged at bein g

pla ced w ith a person w hose name was so short.
An amnesty

,
however, was soon gran ted by th e
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Spaniard ; for my author says, that what th e
kn ight la cked in len gth of name

,
h e made up in

th e la rgeness o f his en terta inmen t.”

When dramatic representation s w ere first in tro
duced in to this coun try, th e subjects were extracted
from th e B ible history ; a n d th e names o f th e
patriarchs a n d sain ts were prin cipally u sed, the
devil bein g th e chief comic performer. They were
man aged by th e clergy, a n d en acted in chu rches
a n d mon asteries ; or un der their direction , in th e
public streets on Corpus Christi day. About the
time o f th e Reformation , these Mysteries a n d

Miracle Plays were rivalled a n d ultimately super
seded by historica l dramas ca lled Moralities ; a n d

th e n ames of th e Virtu es a n d Vices were substi

tuted for scripture characters ; th e devil
’s pla ce in

Comedy bein g supplied by a person age namedYg
n ora n ce ; when ce w a s derived th e Clown or Fo o l
o f Shakespeare a n d his contemporaries . These
were secu lar In terludes, a n d th e origin of the
regu la r drama. Thus, in 1 520, w e fi n d A n ew

In terlude a n d a Mery, of th e natu re of th e IV.

elemen ts w hich con tain ed th e follow ing cha r
a cters—th e Messen gere, Nature, Na tu rale

,
Hu

ma n ytie, Ta vern er, Experyen ce, Studiou s, Desire,
Sen su ell Appetyte, a n d a ora n ce . In 1 5 67,
w a s prin ted by Thoma s Purfoote, a n ew a n d Mery
En terlude ca lled th e Tria l of Trea su re w ith
these n ames I—Sturdin es, Con ten tation , Visita tion ,
Time

,
Lu st, Sapien ce, Con solatio n , th e Prefa ce,

Ju st
,
Plea sure, Greedy Gutts, Elation , Trust,
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in my possession were respectively printed in 1764
and 1767 th e former dedicated to Lord Blaney

,

G . M .,
and th e latter to th e Duke of Beaufort

,

G. M . In both cases th e lodges are u sually
designated by a pictorial represen tation o f th e

Sign of the tavern where th e brethren met. A
prin ted list, da ted 1774, appears to be in u n iformity
with those which were en graven . In 1784, Noor
th ou ck published his edition o f An derson ’s Con
stitution s ; and th e laws o f th e Grand Lodge
therein recorded, make no men tion of th e name
o f a lodge, bu t recogn ise th e en graved list. In a
catalogue dated 1790, th e lodges have names a s
w ell a s n umbers ; a n d tw o yea rs later a list was
published with n ames and numbers, a s altered by
th e Gran d Lodge. In th e present Book of Con
stitu tio n s th e names of lodges are formally recog
n ised , a n d directed to be enrolled in the Gra nd
Lodge Books .



CHAP . VII.

THE CONSECRATION.

An d n ow th e kin g’s comma n d w en t forth
Amon g th e people, biddin g Old a n d youn g,
Husba n d a n d w ife , th e ma ster a n d th e Slave ,

All th e co llected multitu des of Ad,
Here to repa ir, a n d hold high festiva l.”

SOUTHEY .

All b a il to th e morn in g tha t bids us rejoice
Th e temple’s completed, exa lt high ea ch vo ice
Th e Capesto n e is fin ished, o ur la bour is o ’

er,

Th e soun d of th e gavel sha ll ha il us n o more.

Almighty % ehova h descen d n ow a n d fill

This lod ge w ith thy glory, our hea rts w ith go od w ill ;
Preside a t ourmeetin g , a ssist u s to fi n d
True plea sures in tea chin g good w ill to ma n kin d.
Compa n ion s a ssemble on this j oyful d a y,
Th e occa sion is glorious, th e Keysto n e to la y
Fulfil

’

d is th e promise by th e An cien t of Da ys,
To brin g forth th e Capeston e w ith shoutin g a n d pra ise .

%

MAS ON IC C ONSE CRATI ON HYMN.

WE will n ow suppose the Lodge to be built,
furnished, decorated, and named ; it remain s that
th e ceremony of Dedication and Consecration be
performed before it ca n be legally used for masonic
purposes ; and that every thing may done decently
and in order, these rites should be performed with

I 3
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every fittin g solemn ity, a n d in due and ample
form . Th e Worshipful Master havin g first ma de
the n ecessary arran gemen ts with th e Provin cia l
Gran d Master, should in stru ct th e Provincial
Gran d Secretary to make h is prepara tions w ith th e
minutest accuracy, becau se th e sma llest omission
may produ ce a very serious impedimen t in th e
ceremonial, and u tterly destroy its effec t . Much
also will depen d on th e tact a n d activity o f th e

D irector o f Ceremon ies
,
whose duty it is to super

inten d th e processions
,
and to see that every

brother has his proper ran k
,
accordin g to th e code

o f precedency which distin gu ishes the order.
I t is usu al on these occa sions for th e Provin cial
Grand Cha plain to preach a sermon a t th e Church,
to which the brethren move in formal procession .

Ho w trifling soever this may be considered by
some in con siderate person s, its regu lation is th e
result of no ordinary management. To give it th e
proper effect requires the utmost n icety o f arran ge
ment. Every brother’s place should be marked
down on paper by th e D irector of Ceremon ies,
and Openly proclaimed before h e leaves th e lodge
to join his brethren in public. In the Church,
certain pews should be marked out a s appropriated
to the brethren according to their ra n k ; others for
ladies ; and the rest for th e miscellaneou s co n

grega tion . Care shou ld also be taken to prevent
all in gress and egress durin g the celebration of

divin e service
,
by children or loo se person s, w h o

are attracted by curiosity, and feel no interest in
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o f th e Children of Israel
,
unto king Solomon in

Jerusalem, that they might brin g up th e Ark o f
the Covenant of the Lord out o f th e city o f

David, which is % ion . And all th e men of Isra el
assembled themselves unto kin g So lomon at the
feast, in th e mon th Ethanim,

w hich is th e seven th
mon th. An d all th e elders of Isra el came, and th e
priests took up th e Ark a n d they brought up th e
Ark o f th e Lord

,
and th e tabernacle o f th e con

grega tio n , and all th e holy vessels tha t were in the
tabern a cle ; even those did the priests and th e
Levites brin g up . An d king Solomon, a n d all
th e con gregation of Israel that were assembled
u n to him w ere with h im before th e Ark, sacrificin g
sheep and oxen , that cou ld not be told n or n um

bered for multitude. And th e priests brought in
th e Ark

,

of the Coven an t of the Lord unto his
place, in to th e oracle of the hou se, to th e Most
Holy Place.

”
( 1 Kin gs, viii. 1

An Anthem proper for th e occasion is then
sung, wh ich is usua lly written for th e pu rpose by
some member of the lodge . Th e Architect then
makes his report a n d th e Provin cial Gran d
Master delivers a su itable Oration a n d con cludes
by direct ing th e brethren to move forward in pro
cession to Church .

This is th e point when the talen t o f th e D irector
of Ceremonies displays itself. Withou t th e most
judicious man agemen t o n h is part, a scen e o f great
co n fu sion would ensue. H is duty is to place h im
self within the entrance of the lodge and proclaim
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every brother by h is office or rank as he is to ta ke
his Situ ation in th e procession, beginnin g at th e top
o f his Roll

,
and su ffer no person to pass, u n der

any preten ce w hatever, until his n ame be called.

This process, with a n assistant below to arra n ge
th e brethren as they arrive in the street, or in the
court of th e lodge, as th e case may be, will pre
serve due order

,
a n d complete th e regularity of

th e proceedin gs . To give facility to this move
men t, the Masters of the severa l lodges should
act th e part of captains of companies in a regimen t
o f soldiers o n parade, and keep the brethren of
their respective lodges strictly together, n ot allow
in g them to mix with other lodges ; because it
wou ld occasion con siderable embarrassment when
th e n ames were called ; and at this po in t Of the
ceremonial no time ought to be wasted in re

arran gement. Every lodge should be ready to
obey th e summon s of th e D irector of Ceremon ies .
The followin g form of procession I Shou ld
recommen d as bein g most appropria te for th e u se

o f th e Provin ces ; every brother or file of brethren ,
observin g a distan ce of six feet in th e rear o f his
predecessor so that a procession of fifty brethren
walkin g by pairs may occupy a space of about
o n e hundred yards .

A Tyler with a sword .

Un ion Fla g .

Band of Music .
Un ion Flag.

Visiting Brethren two and two .
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Rough Ashlar borne on a pedestal.
Lodges out of th e Province.

Th e private lodges of th e County in th e follow
in g order th e highest numbers walkin g first .

Tyler w ith a sw ord .

Brethren two a n d two .
Inn er Gu a rd with a sword.

Two Deacon s .
Stewa rds .
Secretary .

Treasu rer.
Chapla in .

Past Master.
Tw o Wardens .

Th e Lodge Bann er.
Master.

Th e Perfect Ashlar borne on a Pedestal before
th e W. Ma ster of th e sen ior lodge by a brother of
h is ow n Compa n y.

P. G . Tyler with a sw ord.
Union Flag.

Tracin g Board of th e First Degree.

Inn er Gua rd with a sword.

Past P. G . Dea cons tw o a n d tw c .

Tracing Board of th e Second Degree.

Past P . G . Organ ist.
Past P . G . A rchitect .

The two P. G . Deacon s bearing th e Warden’s
Pillars on Pedestals .

A Cornucopia borne by a Brother.
P. G . Organist.
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th e right and left as before mentioned, and make
an openin g for the Provin cial Gran d Master a n d
h is Staff to pass up th e centre. Thus the pro
cession will enter the chu rch in a reversed order,
an d th e Covenan t is placed on a pedesta l in fron t
o f th e Read ing Desk where it remains during th e
whole service .
On return in g from church, th e Lodge is re

sumed
,
a n d th e dedication and consecration solem

n ized by a n adheren ce to those ancient and secret
forms which i t wou ld be improper as well as need
less to describe here, as the ou tlin e, so far a s can
be legally commun icated, may be found in Pres
ton’s Illustrations, and many other masonic works.
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CHAP . V III .

THE PILLAR OF WISDOM.

Th e eleven th e poyn t ys o f good dyscrecyoun ,
As yemow e kn ow e by good reso un ;
A ma son ,

a n d h e thys cra ft w el con ,

Tha t sygth h ys felow hew en on a ston ,
An d ys yn poyn t to spylle tha t ston ,
Amen de byt so n e , yef tha t thou con ,

An d teche bym then n e byt to amen de,
Tha t th e w erke be n ot y

- sehen de.

An d teche bym esely byt to amen de,
Wyth fa yre w ordes, tha t God th e b a th len de,
For h ys sa ke tha t sytte a bove,
With sw ete w ordes n oresch e bym love.

”

ANC IENT MAS ON I C MANU SCRIPT.

FREEMA S ONRY may be justly considered as a
regular and well formed society, embracin g, in on e

un iversal bond o f brotherhood, all ma nkind, with
out a n y distinction a risin g from birth, country,
education , climate, and colour, who have been a d
mitted to a participation of its sublime mysteries

,

on the broad principle, that there is n o respect of
persons In th e eye of that a ll- w ise a n d all- power
ful being w h o crea ted a n d go verns th e Universe ;
w h o is distingu ished by the attributes o f wisdom
and loving kindness, and a disposition to do every
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thing for th e general benefit of his creatures .
Hence, w herever a mason may stray—even though
it be in to countries diversified by every variety of
mann ers a n d customs

,
lan guage a n d religion , h e

will alw ays find a home —h e will alw ays meet
with some kin d friend and brother

,
to give him

welcome
, to greet him with th e right han d of

fellowship, to promote his in terests, a n d to give
him comfort and consolation in his distress .
I t may truly be said o f the fra ternity, as Arch
bishop Potter predicates respectin g th e members
o f th e Church

,
that they are un ited not only by

th e love and affection, by consent of opinion, or
similitude of man n ers, which may happen to the
members o f other societies ; but they all bear th e
same relation to the same common head. This
it is

,
whereby regu lar Societies are distingu ished

from con fused multitudes that whereas th e latter
are on ly locally united, and when their pa rts a re

dispersed
,
they utterly cease to be ; the former are

joined under the same form o f government to th e
same common head

,
by their alliance to which

their several parts
,
how remote soever in place, do

main tain a strict commun ion with o n e another.
Thus th e several persons w h o live in th e same
city or kingdom,

are u n ited into o n e civil society.

And the Jews
,
however dispersed, were all un ited

to God a n d to o n e an other in the same religious
society, havin g all obligated themselves by th e same
Coven ant

,
to be th e people o f God . When ce they

are called God’s peculiar treasure, a kingdom of
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nal law of revived Grand Lodge
,
were the Grand

Master and h is Wardens ; a n d they were repeated
in every priva te lodge, which in fact is bu t a
tran script o f th e Gran d Lodge ; although, as th e
n umber o f mason s in crea sd

,
other officers called

assistan ts, were subsequently a dded . Th e co n

stitutio n of a lodge is essen tia lly democratic
, be

cau se th e rulers and govern ours o f th e cra ft
,
in

th e person o f th e Gra n d Master, as well a s th e
Master of every priva te lodge, a re elected an nu ally
by u n iversa l su ffrage every brother havin g a vote
in th e latter case

,
a n d th e Ma sters, Wa rden s

,
a n d

Past Masters of every priva te lodge fo rmin g a
legitima te delegation to vo te in th e election of th e
Gra nd Ma ster.
All actu a l pow er is vested, durin g their term of
office

,
in th e Master and his Wa rden s ; but th e

fo rmer is th e respon sible officer, a n d therefore his
du ties a re carefu lly gu arded by specific laws

,
a n d

solemn pledges. Thu s th e Con stitu tio n s provide
that %

every Ma ster, when placed in th e Chair,
sha ll solemn ly pledge himself to observe all th e
old esta blished usages and cu stoms, and to pre
serve th e Lan dma rks of th e order, an d mo st
stric tly to en fore them within his ow n lodge . He

must a lso take care that th e By-Laws o f th e lodge
be fa ith q y written ; a n d that books be kept in
which h e, or some bro ther a ppoin ted by h im as
Secretary, Shall en ter th e names of its members,
a n d o f a ll person s initiated or admitted therein ,
with th e dates of their prOposal, initiation or a d
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mission
,
passin g, and raisin g ; a lso their ages

,
as

n early as possible, a n d their titles, profession s, or
tra des, together with su ch tra n sa ction s o f th e lodge
as a re proper to be w ritten . Th e a ccou n ts shall also
be regu larly kept

,
and th e fees payable to th e Gra nd

Lodge shall be en tered in a separate and distinct
account . Th e Master is responsible for th e correct
in sertion o f all th e above particulars ; a n d is bound
to produ ce su ch lists

,
min u tes, a n d accounts, when

required by a n y law fu l authority.

”

Th e Master of a Lodge, however, has still more
on erou s duties to discharge . He mu st be true
and trusty

,
of good report

,
and held in high esti

matio n amongst h is brethren . He mu st be well
skilled in our n oble scien ce, a n d a lover o f th e

cra ft ; exemplary in his con du ct, cou rteou s in his
man n ers

,
easy of address, but steady a n d firm in

prin ciple . He has imposed o n h im as th e Pillar
o f Wisdom, th e charge of in structin g the brethren
in maso n ry —n o t merely by repeatin g certain
formal pa ssa ges night after n ight, w hich a re caleu
lated ra ther to w eary tha n en lighten th e mind ;
but to adapt his in struction s to th e ca pacity of h is
hearers

,
a n d to see tha t n on e depart u n improved

iii moral virtue
,
and a steadfast resolution so to

adorn their mason ic profession, that th e world
may discern its in fluence on their ou tw ard conduct,
a n d learn from thence that its precepts have been
firmly plan ted in th e heart. Th e Master o f a
Lodge is by no mean s a rou tine offi ce, although it
is frequently considered to be so ; and a brother,

K 3
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w h o possesses su fficient tact a n d activity to work
the makin gs, passin gs, and raisin g, con siders him
self to be furn ished w ith every requ isite qu alifica
tion to rule or govern a lodge .

This is a grevious error ; a n d I have witn essed
in th e cou rse of my experience, man y un fortun ate
con sequences result from a n impruden t choice of
th e chief offi cer o f a lodge. If he be in efficien t,
h is in adequa cy is soon discovered by th e brethren ,
and disgu st or pity is su re to en sue. They forbea r
to complain

,
because he is their ow n cho ice. They

cann ot expostulate
,
becau se his au thority is su

preme, a n d it is their du ty to obey. A secret
dissatisfa c tion is therefo re in dulged, w hich is the
more dan gerou s from bein g irremediable . A w riter
o f the last centu ry, speakin g on this subject, h a s
th e followin g judiciou s rema rk . When th e body
lan gu ishes u n der a n y secret, lurkin g distemper, it
is alw a ys restless a n d u n easy ; perpetually shiftin g
its position , though every altered motion gives
fresh pain and disquietude and thu s it is with
the min d also ; w hich, on ce deprived of that ease
a n d qu iet on which its hea lth a n d ha ppin ess d e
pen d, is ever seekin g after n ew objects to divert
its an guish, a n d deceive it into a momenta ry a n d

fa lse tran qu illity.

”

In this sta te of thin gs—th e Master’s in compe
teney becomin g more apparen t every lodge n ight,
—th e brethren a re remiss in their a ttenda n ce ; d e
fectio n s ensu e ; a n d a very seriou s defa lcatio n in
th e constitution o f th e lodge soon becomes visible ;



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


102

a ma n thus circums tan ced
,
may argue wan t Of

grace ; but the couplet must be fin ished in ex

ten u a tion for to be grave wou ld exceed all po w er
o f face. Still there is n othin g wicked

,
orma liciou s,

or riotou s in it ; a lthough th e n oise may be mis
con stru ed by those without th e lodge, in to th e
wild uproar o f revellers . Bu t a sin gle rap, at
th e proper momen t, hu shes all into in sta n ta n eous
silence . In deed there is no body or society o f

men on earth—no meetin g or assemblage,—under
su ch strict

,
immedia te, a n d effective con trol, as a

lodge or chapter of ma sons .”

It is ea sy for a superficia l observer to be deceived
in a man ’s tru e character, u n til th e solidity o f his
judgmen t h a s been tested by experien ce. Vivacity
may be mistaken for wit, a n d gravity for wisdom.

A brother w h o is stimu lated to obtrude himself
in to th e high offices o f a lodge prema tu rely, w ill
seldom be foun d to possess th e requisite ab ility for
execu tin g their du ties with credit to himself or

ben efit to th e fratern ity. He is too in ten t on his
ow n personal aggran disemen t to care mu ch for th e
gen era l i n terests of th e community in which h e
moves . We usua lly see, as through a gla ss, da rkly ;
a n d

,
when it is too la te, w e frequ en tly discover

that in stead of a wise a n d judiciou s chief— in stea d
o f a wary a n d pruden t ru ler, w e have committed
our in terests to th e keepin g o f a n idle jester, or a n

ign o ran t preten der. In either case, th e repu ta tion

o f th e lodge is pu t in jeopa rdy, a n d it will be

fortun ate if it escapes public reprobation .
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Th e Master ought to possess knowledge, to
diversify his in structions ; judgmen t, to preserve
th e happy medium betw een rashn ess a n d cow a rd
ness ta len t, to address th e brethren a t len gth on

every emergen cy ; tact, to co n cilia te dispu tes, a n d
recon cile con ten din g brethren ; a n d presen ce o f

min d , to decide correctly on a n y sudden in dis
cretion or irregu la rity w hich may occu r amon gst
th e members of th e lodge, that order a n d good
fellow ship may be perfect a n d complete. He

shou ld always bear in min d that a strict a n d u n

waverin g adheren ce to th e law s, o n every pra c
ticable po in t, will n ever produce rebellion , although
tempora ry dissa tisfaction ma y sometimes occu r.
But it is alw ays s h ort lived. Th e evils arisin g out
o f disorgan izatio n in a lodge a re usu a lly th e effects
of a n u n n ecessa ry interferen ce in triflin g matters

,

w hich if pa ssed over w ithou t n otice
,
wou ld create

n o sen sa tion , either o f plea su re or p a in .

Th e grea t secret of governmen t is to un derstand
correctly u n der w hat circumsta nces au tho rity ought
to be exercised, a n d where it wou ld be profita bly
w ith eld . Th e Ma ster may be easy in his man n ers

,

and courteous in dispo sitio n , but h e mu st bew are
h ow h e permits a n y kin dn ess o f hea rt to in terfere
w ith strin gen t du ties, or to tolerate disobedien ce
to th e la w s of m a son ry. It has been said with
equ a l judgmen t a n d tru th, tha t there is no praise
so lightly a ccorded as that of being a good h ea rted

ma n a t th e bottom. It is often bestowed on men
guilty of noto riou s vices, a n d utterly devoid o f
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principle . The secret of this stran ge appropriation
o f evil lies in the un stinted toleration w ith w hich
such characters behold the faults of others . A

good hearted man at the bottom w ill give h is han d
in amity to the liv in g represen ta tive o f a lmo st a n y
crime or w eakness that ca n disgrace humanity .

He w ill poor f ellow th e desperate gamester ; good

f ellow the desperate drun kard 3 a n d fin ef ellow the
desperate libertin e ; in return for a ll w hich good
hea rtedness

,
he expects to receive plen ary in

d ulgen ce for all his ow n irregularities o f every
description w hatever It will be ea sily seen that
such a good hearted man a t the bo ttom would
make but a n in differen t Master o f a Lodge . Its
respectability w ould soon be compromised un der
such rule

,
and its members w ould dw in dle aw ay

till n on e remain ed. Th e Pilla r o f Wisdom must
be o f a very differen t character.
The By- law s of a lodge are usually so clea r that

they ca n scarcely be misinterpreted a n d bein g in
the ha n ds o f every bro ther, they are un iversally
kn ow n . When these a re adhered to

,
acco rding to

their literal con structio n
,
the in terferen ce of the

Master w ould be rather injurious tha n beneficia l
,

a n d ten d to sha ke the con fiden ce w hich the mem
bers ought alw ays to have in the ir chief. But
while he overlo oks triflin g a n d un impo rtan t devia
tion s

,
it is his boun den duty to en fo rce the disciplin e

o f his lodge by a strict observan ce of th e La n d
ma rks, a n d by a judicious attention to every rule
whose breach might compromise any promin en t
principle o f the order. H e must never exercise
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whole machin e . If his pow er be exercised tyran ni
cally, the brethren w ill n ot love him if he allow
the rein s o f govern men t to be too much relaxed,
they will despise him ; if he be irregular a n d

dissolute in his ha bits, they will co n demn him .

He must be a pattern o f co rrectn ess to h is lodge
,

and never allow his authority to be pleaded in
exten uation o f a n y serious delin quen cies .

Tremblin gly alive to the respon sibility w hich
rests upon him, h e consults th e By- law s

,
and d e

termin es to regulate his con duct strictly by their
prov ision s . He allow s n o in n ova tion s to be pra c
tised in the ceremon ia l or mechan ism o f th e order ;
no private committees or sepa ra te con versa tion
amon gst th e brethren , but keeps them rigidly
atten tive to the busin ess before them ; n o jestin g
or ludicrous behaviou r which may disturb the
serious avoca tion s in w hich they a re en gaged ; n o
disputes or un becomin g la n gua ge amon gst them
selves ; and w hile, durin g th e momen ts o f relaxa
tion , he en joys himself, in common w ith the rest
o f the brethren , w ith in n ocen t mirth, he carefully
avoids all excess

,
a n d n ever suffers the harmon y o f

the lodge to be disturbed by a n y altercation s o n
the forbidden subjects o f religion or politics a n d

before closin g the lodge h e ca ution s them in th e
lan guage of a n an cien t Charge, to con sult their
health by not contin uin g together too la te or too
lon g from home after lodge hours a re pa st ; a n d

by avo idin g o f glutton y or drun kenness, that their
families be n ot neglected or injured, and themselves
be disabled from working.

”
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He is regular in his habits both in the lodge
a n d in th e w o rld. Pun ctual to a moment in open
in g a n d closin g the lodge, a s a stimulus to the
correct atten dan ce of the brethren ; for nothin g
show s to so much advan tage in the Pillar of Wis
d om as this exactness w ith regard to time . In
performin g the rites of masonry, w hether in the
initiation o f can didates, th e delivery of lectures

,

or other routin e busin ess
,
h e exhibits a seriousness

o f deportment, a n d earnestn ess o f demean our
,

which attract th e atten tion, in terest the feelin gs,
and con tribute to recommen d the beauties o f the
system, w hile they in form the un derstandin g and
improve the hea rt.
There is still an other poin t o f great momen t to
the w ell- bein g of a lodge, w hich depen ds in some
measure o n th e correct judgmen t o f the Master ;
a n d that is, th e proper cho ice o f can didates for
in itiation . The go od Master w ill firmly resist the
a dmission o f a n y person w hatever w hose character
do es n ot co rrespon d w ith the requisition s con tain ed
in the ancien t Cha rges . The ca n dida tes must be
good a n d true men

,
free- born , a n d of mature and

discreet age a n d soun d judgmen t, n o bon dmen , no
women , n o immora l or scan dalous men

,
but o f

good report ; for all prefermen t amon gst ma sons
is groun ded upon rea l w orth a n d personal merit
on ly. This is of such paramoun t importan ce, tha t
th e Gran d Lodge h a s thought proper to issue a
pen a l in jun ction o n th e subj ect ; because % great
discredit and in jury have been brought upon our
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a ncient and honourable fraternity from admittin g
members a n d receivin g ca n didates without due
n otice bein g given , or en quiry made in to their
chara cters a n d qua lification s ; a n d also from the
pa ssin g a n d raisin g o f mason s w ithout due in struc
tion s in the respective degrees ; it is therefore
determin ed tha t, in future, a violation or n eglect o f
a n y of the law s respectin g the propo sin g o f mem

bers
,
or o f makin g, passin g, a n d ra isin g, shall

subject th e lodge o ffen din g to erasure, because no
emergen cy c a n be allow ed a s a justification ; nor
ca n a dispen sa tion in a n y case be gra n ted .

” To

preven t, therefore th e in troduction of improper
perso n s, it is provided by the By- la w s o f every
lodge, that n o person ca n be made a ma son in , or
admitted a member of a lodge

,
if
, o n th e ballo t

,

three bla ck ba lls appea r again st him . Some lodges
w ish for n o such in dulgen ce

,
but require the

un a n imous consen t o f the members presen t ; some
admit o n e bla ck ball, some tw o ; th e By- law s o f
each lodge must therefore guide them in this
respect ; but if there be three black balls, such
person ca n n o t, o n a n y preten ce, be a dmitted.

If all lodges w ere con ducted o n these prin ciples,
they w ould become, in a more perfect m a n n er, the
sea t o f ha ppin ess a n d joy ; pea ce, ha rmo n y

,
a n d

brotherly love, w ould ever preside a t their so cia l
meetin gs ; a n d they w ould exhibit n o imperfect
resembla n ce o f tha t blessed sta te to w hich all good
a n d w orthy maso n s aspire, w hen T G A O T U
sha ll eternally preside over the sain ts in glory.
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lodge . The Worshipful Master i s placed in th e
East

,
to represent the Sun at its rising in th e

mornin g
,
that he may open his Lodge

,
a n d employ

a n d in struct the brethren in mason ry to w hom it
is his duty to communicate light : forcibly im
pressin g upon their min ds the dign ity a n d high
importan ce o f Freemasonry

,
a n d zealously a d

mon ishin g them never to disgrace it. So that
w hen a person is said to be a mason, the world
may kn ow that he is o n e to w hom the burdened
heart may pour forth its sorrow s ; to w hom the
distressed may prefer their suit ; whose hand is
guided by justice

,
and w hose heart is expan ded

by ben evo lence . The Jun ior Warden is placed
in the South

,
that he may observe the Sun at its

due meridian , w hich is th e most bea utiful part of
the d ay, to call th e men from labour to refresh
men t

,
a n d from refre shmen t to labour, that pleasure

a n d profit may be the mutual result ; w hile the
Sen ior Warden takes his station in the West, that
at the settin g of the Su n he may dismiss the men
from their labours, to ren ew their stren gth by rest,
a n d close his lodge by comma nd of the Worshipful
Master

,
a fter seein g that every brother has had

his due .
The duty of the Sen ior Warden , like that of
the Master

,
is indicated by his Jewel of o ffice,

which is a symbol o f equality, a n d in structs him
tha t the duties o f his situation ought to be executed
with strict impartiality

,
a n d w ithout respect o f

persons . Regularity of attendance is an essential
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part o f this office, because if the Master should
d ie, or be removed, or be rendered incapable of

d ischa rgin g the duties of his office
,
the Sen io r

Wa rden must supply his place until the n ext
election o f officers ; a n d even

,
should the Master

n ecessarily be absen t from any sin gle lodge, the
Sen ior Warden must rule the lodge, if no former
master be presen t.
The Jun ior Warden is also an important offi cer.
The Jew el by w hich he is distin guished , is an
emblem o f uprightness, and poin ts out the just
and upright con duct w hich he is bound to pursue,
in con junction with the Master and his bro ther
Warden

,
in rulin g a n d govern in g the brethren o f

the lodge accordin g to the con stitution s o f the
o rder ; a n d more particularly by a due attention
to caution and security in the examin ation of

strange visitors . Lest by his neglect a n y u n qu a li

fied person should be en abled to impose upon the
lodge, a n d the brethren be thus in n ocently led to
forfeit their obliga tion . The Jew els to w hich refer
ence has been here made

,
are termed Moveable

Jew els, because they han g pen da n t from the collars
o f the three chief o fficers o f the lodge

,
a n d are

transferrable to their successors at proper times
and seasons .
The lodges in the early part of the last century
were w orked by three prin cipal officers on ly ; and
the present as sistant officers were then un known .

In fact the office of a Deacon do es not appear of
any great importance in the business of masonry ;

L 3
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and I suspect that it was not introduced till n ear
the expiration of the century. I am not prepared
to name the exact date, because I have n o t con
ven ien t access to any Lodge Min ute Books w hich
are earlier than the commen cement o f the presen t
century ; but I shall approximate very n early to
it if I state it to be betw een the years 178 5 and
1790. In the primitive lodges the Worshipful
Master stood in the East

,
a n d both the Warden s

w ere placed in the West. This disposition o f the
chief officers is evident from every copy of the Lec
tures dow n to the year 1784 ; and the old masonic
son g, w hich is still used, proclaims the fact.

In th e West see th e Wa rden s submissively sta n d,
Th e Ma ster to a id , a n d obey h is comma n d
Th e in ten t o f h is sign a l w e perfectly kn ow ,

An d w e n e
’

er take o ff en ce w hen h e gives us a blow .

A Con tinental w riter of the period says to the
same eff ect. Lorsqu

’
on se met a table, 1e V en er

able s’a ssied le premier en ha ut du coté de 1’Orient.
Le premier et secon d Surveilla n s se placent vis- a-vis
1e V enerable a 1’Occiden t.
The station in the South was occupied by the
Senior Entered Appren tice, a n d his business w a s

% to obey the in struction s o f the Master, and to
w elcome the visiting brethren, after due proof, first
had a n d obtained, that they w ere masons This
latter duty w a s transferred to the Jun ior Warden
w hen he w a s placed in the South on the appoin t
ment of Deacons, as attendants o n the tw o chief
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There were also tw o other principal officers appoint
ed by the Master, a n d calledWa rden s (Surveilla n s .)
It w a s their duty to see that the regulation s o f the
order were observed by the members ; to superin

tend the ceremon ies a n d lectures un der the dirco
tion s of the Master. Each lodge had also a
Treasurer to w hom w ere entrusted the fun ds o f

the lodge, of w hich he was obliged to ren der an
accoun t to the brethren in a n especial lodge holden
for the purpose on the first Sun day in every month.

It had also a Secretary to record the deliberations
of the lodge

,
o f which he w a s obliged to make a

report periodically to the Grand Secretary. Th e

offi ce of a Deacon i s n ot named .

There is n o mention o f Deacons in any of the
early Constitution s o f Mason ry ; w hether edited
by Hunter

,
Sen ex

,
and Hooke

, ( 1723 ) ditto
An derson

, (1725, 1738 ) Cole, 1728 , 175 1 )
Watts, (1730) Spratt, ( 175 1 ) En tick

, ( 1756,
Kearsley

,
Dermott, (1756,

orNoorth ouck, In the year 173 1 , it w a s

declared in Grand lodge, that the Grand Master,
h is Deputy

,
and the Warden s

,
were the on ly

Grand Officers ; a n d in 1768 a fi n d bein g ra ised
tow a rds buildin g a Freemason’s H all, each Grand
Officer was subjected to an an n ual paymen t in
proportion to the dign ity of his office . Amon gst
these offices the Deacons are not registered, a l

though the list extends dow n to the Grand Sw ord
Bearer n or a re they mention ed in it at all.
In the details o f the Procession w hich took
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place at the dedication o f the above Hall, although
Noorth ou ck has particularized the situation of

every officer w h o w a s present on the occasion,
dow n to the Tyler, n o Deacons occur. It is clea r
therefore

,
that in 1776, Deacons were unknow n

as masonic office bea rers . Again, in the Edition
of Preston ’s Illustrations dated 178 1 , where he
give s direction s for the investiture o f the several
officers of a lodge in h is description of the cere
mon y of in stallation, no men tion is made of the
Deacons

,
w hile w e find them introduced in to a

subsequent edition o f the same w ork. In the
Ma son ic Miscellan ies of Stephen Jon es
he describes the above ceremon y ; a n d also inserts
the order of a pro cession at fun erals, in ne ither o f
w hich is the office o f a Deacon to be foun d. These
repeated examples cannot fail to prove satisfactorily
that Deacons w ere not con sidered necessary in
w orkin g the busin ess of a lodge before the very
latter en d of the 1 8 th century .

At this period the number of Mason s had in
creased considerably, a n d some additional offi cers
appeared to be necessary to assist in the govern
ment of the lodges . The office of a Deacon w a s

therefore in stituted ; and as there were tw o War
den s, the same number of Deacon s w ere appointed
as their immediate deputies and assistants

,
and

the representa tives o f all absen t craftsmen . The
Stew ards are n ow considered as assistants to the
Deacon s, a n d the representatives of a ll absen t
Entered Apprentices . The duties attached to the
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office of a Deacon are, % to convey messages, to
obey commands, and to a ssist at in itiation s, a n d in
the gen eral practice of the rites a n d ceremon ies of
the o rder.” The Jew el o f their o ffice is a dove, as
an emblem of peace, and cha racteristic o f the ir
duties ; a n d their badges are tw o column s, w hich
are en trusted to them at their investiture ; a n d

when the work o f mason ry in the lodge is carryin g
on

, th e Senior Deacon
’s column is raised ; a n d

when the lodge is ca lled from labour to refresh
ment

,
that of the Junior Deacon is raised

,
a n d

the other low ered . In the old lodges these badges
w ere called Trun cheons and a n Inven tory o f
the furn iture belon gin g to a lodge at Chester,
taken in the year 1761 , men tion s among other
things, two Trun cheon s for the Warden s .”

At the presen t day Deacon s are un kn ow n on

the Con tinen t. The Freemason ’s Lex icon , a Ger
ma n publication

,
thus n ames the existin g officers

o f a lodge . Every lodge has officers
,
viz . 1 .

W. M . ; 2. S . W. ; 3 . J . W. ; 4 . Secreta ry ; 5 .

Lecturer ; 6. Master o f the Ceremonies 7. Tw o

Stew ards ; 8 . Trea surer. In most lodges there
are

,
besides these, a Past Master, a Preparer, an

Almoner
,
a Hospitalier

,
a n d a Decorator. Man y

o f the first officers have their deputies or substi

tutes a n d the first three are o f great importan ce
to a lodge

,
especially if they have an other a n d a

better motive for acceptin g office than merely to
wear a decoration . It is the ir duty to propagate
Wisdom

, Strength, and Beauty ; and like the Sun
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a n d social duty is founded on mutual obligations ;
a n d where the seeds o f love and frien dship are
not sow n ; or w here that which sprin gs up from
them is not cultivated and improved, it will be but
% as the grass grow in g on the housetop

,
where

with
,

” as the glorious lan guage of the Psa lmist
expresses it, the mow er filleth not his han d

,

neither he that bindeth the sheaves
,
his bosom.

”

A kin d a n d courteous behaviour, therefore, to
those amon gst w hom we live, is w hat I should
recommend and enforce as a branch o f mason ic
duty ; because if w e hope to be happy in o ur

several sta tions a n d profession s, and amidst all
the misfortunes and calamities which are in ciden t
to our presen t state o f existen ce

,
w e must pra c

tise the mason ic v irtues, n ot on ly of Faith
,
Hope

,

a n d Charity ; but also o f Temperance
,
Fortitude

,

Pruden ce, a n d Justice . An d above all w e must
be human e

,
charitable, a n d ben evolen t ; kn ow in g

that whatever tends to ensure the felicity of our

fellow creatures w ill be pleasin g in the sight o f
God ; and contribute, in its degree, to advan ce
our perfection in this w orld, a n d ultimately to
exalt us to a buildin g n ot made with hands,
eternal in the heavens.”
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CHAP. % .

THE TRACING BOARD OF AN E . A. P.

H a il
,
Ma son ry % to thee w e ra ise

Th e son g o f triumph , a n d o f Pra ise.

Th e Sun w hich shin es supreme on high ,
Th e S ta rs tha t glisten in th e sky,

Th e Mo on tha t yields h er silver ligh t,
An d vivifies th e lon ely n ight

Must by th e course of n a ture fa de a w a y
,

An d a ll th e Ea rth a like in time deca y ;
But w h ile they la st sha ll Ma son ry En dure,
Built on such Pilla rs solid a n d secure ;
An d a t th e la st triumpha n tly sha ll rise
l n brotherly a ff ection to th e sk ies.

MASONIC ODE .

A chapter on this subject may appear superflu
ou s after the copious illustration s o f the Tracin g
Boards w hich may be found in the Historical
Landmarks of Freemasonry, Lect. iv, v, xvi, and
xxvi but in a Book w hich treats professedly o n

th e Lodge a n d its workin gs, a few addition al
observation s may w ith strict propriety be offered
to render it complete ; 1 and particularly as our

1 A Pamphlet h a s been recen tly published by th e Gra n d
Lodges o f th e Un ited S ta tes, ca lled th e Ma son i c Trestle
Bo a rd for th e use of Lodges a n d brethren .

” I t embra ces th e
illustra tion s of th e three degrees o f An cien t Cra ft Ma son ry,
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in defatigable Bro . Harris has just published a

n ew and improved edition of the Tracin g Boa rds,
w hich does him in fin ite credit

,
and cannot fa il to be

of essential service to the Masters o f Lodges, in
the in struction w hich is periodically given to the
brethren on the symbolical ma chin ery of the order.
In the Tracin g Board before us, the can didate’s

progress in masonry bears a great resemblan ce to
that of the baptized christian on his road to heaven

,

accordin g to the system recommended and pra c
tised in the earliest ages o f christianity. He enters
in to Coven ant at the Font, which is placed at the
West end o f the Church, where, by his sponsors,
he makes profession of his fa ith, rece ives the
O B, and become s en titled to the w hite robe as a
catechumen

,
in imitation probably o f the Levites

who w ere selected by king Solomon to carry the
Ark of the Coven ant in to the Temple at Jerusalem .

The w hite garmen t w a s delivered with a solemn
charge in this form . Receive the w hite and
immaculate garmen t, which thou mayest brin g
forth without spot before the tribunal of our Lord
Jesus Christ

,
that thou mayest have etern al life .”

Such is the commencement of his career in the
Church militant ; where, if he con tend faithfully
to the end

,
he will attain the Church triumphant

in heaven .

In like manner the candidate for masonry, bein g

a rra n ged a n d a da pted to th e n a tion a l system o f Work or

Lectures, a s recommen ded by th e Na tion a l Con ven tion , a n d

a dopted by a ll th e Gra n d Lodges in th e Sta tes.
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support, and coverin g of the lodge, all o f which
are explain ed in detail . To en sure his serious
atten tion to the bu sin ess in han d

,
he is told that

the lodge is situated on ho ly groun d
,
for w hich

assertio n three cogen t rea so n s are a ssign ed
,
e ither

of w hich wou ld be suffi cien t to con vin ce him that
a n y kin d of levity w ou ld be un suitable to the pla ce,
a n d subj ect th e offen der to very severe repreh en
sion .

The form a n d dimen sions of the lodge are first
poin ted ou t a n d explain ed . It is a n oblo n g square

,

exten din g from north to south
, from east to w est

,

from the surfa ce to the cen tre
, a n d from the earth

to th e heavens . This boun dless exten t refers to
the un iversa lity o f ma son ry

,
a n d th e in flu en ce of

its prin ciples a n d la w s over every clime a n d coun try
o f the habitable globe . In the language o f the
Gran d Lodge o f H amburgh

,

% the Freema son is
taught by the prin ciples o f h is Coven an t to lov e a
foreign brother w hom he has n ever seen befo re

,

a n d w ith ha n d in ha n d to form the brother cha in
without regardin g h is dress or his profession ;
so too, accordin g to our old Lan dmarks

,
the

Moslem
,
the % ew ,

a n d the Christia n
,
a re received

with the same affection , a n d the gate o f the
mason ic temple is open for all alike .”

The situatio n o f a lodge is due ea st and
w est because all places of divin e worship,

%

and
regula rly con stituted lodges are constructed in
tha t direction for three reasons . 1 . The sun,
which is the glory o f the creation, rises in the
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east and sets in the w est. 2. Learning and
scien ce origin ated in the east, and afterw ards
sprea d to th e w estern parts o f th e w orld . An d

th e third reaso n refers to the con struction of the
ta bern a cle o f Mo ses .
The most promin en t objects in the Tracin g
Board before us, a re three great Pilla rs, in the
East

,
West

,
a n d South o n each of w hich is placed

a dign ified mason ic character ; a n d all are still
represen ted in every regula r lodge throughout the
un iverse . Th e o n e in the Ea st is kin g Solomon ,
w h o stan ds on the pillar o f Wisdom, to in timate
that w ithout w isdom to con trive, n o architectural
w ork ca n be expected to a rrive at a satisfa ctory
con clusio n . Th e mo n arch w h o occupies the pillar
in th e West, is Hiram kin g o f Tyre, a n emblem
o f Stren gth, because w ithout h is prompt assista nce
in providin g materia ls a n d men for the Temple at
Jerusa lem, tha t ma gn ificent edifice w ould never
ha ve been completed in so perfect a ma n n er a s to
m a ke it surpass every o ther buildin g in th e w orld
for riches a n d glo ry . An d w ithout stren gth to
support, n o w ork h o w gorgeous and massive soever
it might be, could expect to be perma n en t. The
third is Hiram Abiff, th e chief architect at the
erectio n of the temple . He is placed o n the pillar
of Beauty

,
because it w a s ow ing to his con summate

skill a n d gen ius that it attain ed perfection ; for
without beauty to ado rn , a buildin g w ould be de
ficien t in splen dour of enrichment and magn ificence
o f display.

M 3
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It w ill be seen that these Pillars represen t th e
Doric

,
the Ion ic

,
a n d th e Corin thian , w hich are

the on ly three o rigin a l orders in architecture .

The ca ndida te is then desired to rema rk that
the floor o f the lodge is chequered w ith black a n d

w hite marble, ormosaic w ork, th e moral sign ifica
tion o f w hich is beautifully illustrated . It may be

observed here that th e tesselated pa vemen ts o f the
Roma n s, bein g w orked in a regular a n d mechan ical
man n er, w ere called opus musivum,

opera qucea d

ama ssa
'

mf a cta 32ml. Hen ce the Ita lia n Musa ico,

from w hen ce is derived our appellation o f Mosa ic ;
but, like most o f our other terms o f art, through
th e cha n n el o f the Fren ch

,
M osa ique. An d Dr.

Parr says
,
a s w e are a ssured by Ro scoe, in his

Notes to th e Life o f Loren zo d e Medici, % th e

term Musiva w a s more peculiarly a pplicable to
this kind o f w o rk w hen used in decora tin g w alls
a n d ceilin gs Lith ostra ta a n d Tessella la bein g th e
name o f th e w ork

,
w hen executed o n th e floor ;

but a s the process in both ca ses w a s the same
,
w e

,

in common w ith other w riters, have not hesitated
to apply the same term to both

,
Musiva

,
Musea

,

orMusia.”

The w orkin g tools strew ed a bout the floor a re
then brought under the candida te’s n o tice, a n d he
is told that the square

,
level, a n d plumb, although

to outw a rd appearance th ey are n o thin g more than
common in struments of mechan ica l labour, yet a s
they are used by Freemason s to express certa in
moral v irtues

,
they are as highly esteemed as if
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sa ltire, bound together with a rope ; all of which are
satisfactorily explained to the candidate

,
although

the illustration would be improper here —and a
Key. Now the Key was a lw ays esteemed to be
a n in strumen t of power a n d safety ; a n d was
formerly used to inaugurate talen ted in dividuals
into offices of trust . Thus there w a s a custom
amon g th e Jew s in the admission o f their doctors

,

that tho se to w hom they gave authority to in terpret
the scriptures had a key delivered to them with
certain ceremon ies . The stew ards o f a royal house
hold in some coun tries w ere distin guished by a
golden key

,
as the symbol o f their office ; a n d

hence th e phrase o f givin g a person a key w a s

equivalen t to in vestin g h im w ith pow er a n d in
Christian ity w a s applied to the min isters as stewards
o f the mysteries o f God . Peter was the first that
preached the go spel to the Jew s a n d Gen tiles ;
and w a s therefore said to have Open ed the kin gdom
o f heaven to both ; w hen ce he is usually depicted
with a key in his han d, as a symbol that h e had
pow er to admit a n d to exclude ; by declarin g the
con ditions of admission ; by the exercise o f dis
ciplin e, a n d the admin istration o f the sacramen ts .
Adjoinin g these w e see an other group o f w ork
ing tools

, w hich are peculia rly design ed for th e
use of the new ly in itiated entered appren tice .
They consist o f a rule 24 in ches in len gth, a gave%,
and a chisel

,
together w ith a rough block o f u n

w rought stone ; a n d are thus explain ed .

% The
24 inch guage

'

will enable you to measure and
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ascertain the size a n d extent of a work, that you
may calcula te the time a n d labour it w ill take .
It teaches you a moral lesson that you ought to
apportion the 24 hours of the day in to 4 parts
a n d devote them to prayer, labour, refreshment,
and rest. The gavel is an important in strumen t,
w ithout th e use o f which n o w o rk tha t requires
man ual labour ca n be completed ; a n d it teaches
you the uselessn ess of skill w ithout labour ; for
though the heart may con ceive a n d the head
devise

,
no design ca n be executed w ithout due

exertion . By the use of the chisel you may make
an impression on the hardest substances ; a n d

though sma ll in size it is in strumen tal in the
erection o f the most ma gn ificen t edifices . Thus
persevera n ce is necessary to perfection ; and it is
by slow degree s that the rude material receives its
polish ; and that the most indefa tigable exertion s
are necessary to en lighten the min d, ameliorate
the man n ers

,
a n d in duce a con sisten t hab it o f

virtue a n d holin ess . The rough ston e
,
which is

called o n th e Con tin en t Pierre Brute
,
ou chaos

,

ou illia ste, ou bylé, is an emblem o f the min d o f
man in its most rude a n d imperfect state

,
which

ca n on ly be brought in to form by the force of
education a n d moral culture .”

In a correspon din g situation on the floor we see
a ston e perfectly squared a n d polished

,
hangin g by

a w in ch, a n d suspended from a Lew is, to symbo

lize the perfect mason in his old age after he has
subdued his passions

,
and obtained a victory over
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the three great enemies of his christian warfare,
the w orld, the flesh, a n d the devil. This is a n
allusion to Rev . iii. 1 2, where T G A O T U
promises him that overcometh will I make a
pillar in the temple of my God

, a n d he shall
go no more ou t ; a n d I will write upon him the
name o f my God, and the n ame o f the city o f my
God , w hich is n ew Jerusalem, w hich cometh dow n
out o f hea ven from my God ; AND I W IL L WR ITE

U P ON H IM MY NEW NAM E .

” Which Pyle thus
paraphrases . % As the pillars ofa sumptuous temple
are bo th the stren gth a n d orn amen t o f it

,
so shall

all w h o steadily suffer in my Name
,
a n d overcome

th e lusts a n d temptation s o f the world
,
be esteemed

worthy to be members o f my fu ture church
,
tri

umph a n t a n d glorious, w herein they shall remain in
unin terrupted felicity, as they have been the hon o r
a n d orn amen ts of it in the presen t sta te of tria
The Lew is w hich susta in s the weight of this
perfect a shlar den otes stren gth ; a n d co n sists of a
certa in iron in strumen t, w hich bein g dovetailed
in to the cen tre o f a ston e, forms a cramp w hich
enables the opera tive ma son to ra ise it, h o w heavy
soever it may be, a n d fix it w ith the greatest ease
o n its proper ba sis . It symbolizes the son o f a
Master Ma son

,
w hose duty is to bear the burden

a n d heat o f the day w hen his aged Paren ts a re in
capable o f labour ; to supply their w a n ts a n d ren der
th e la tter en d o f their lives cheerful a n d happy.

Near the centre o f th e floor a n d in front o f the
pedestal lies a square board on which the emblems
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From this poin t the Board exhibits a clear a n d
in telligible V iew o f the progress a n d en d o f the
christia n system o f religion . On the pedesta l is
the Ho ly B ible covered w ith a squa re a n d a p a ir
o f compasses . These ha ve a peculia r n ame amon gst
mason s w hich den otes their po w er o f illumin a tin g
the min d w ith the rays o f divin e kn ow ledge . The
B ible is the groun d o f our Faith

,
w hile the square

a n d compasses un ited serve to regulate our Prae
tice .
At the foo t of th e Pedestal, in the place o f

Wisdom, a n d imbedded in a n effulgen ce o f light,
the can dida te sees the glorious vision o f a La dder,
like tha t by w hich Ja cob w a s en tran ced durin g
his melan choly journ ey from Beersheba to Pada
na ram a distan t coun try in th e la n d o f Mesopo
tamia, w hen , by th e advice o f h is mo ther, h e fled
from the wrath o f Esau . It is composed o f sta ves
or roun ds in n umera ble o n w hich are seen an gel
ascen din g a n d descen din g .

This has been usua lly con sidered as a symbol
of divin e providen ce

,
w hich superin ten ds a ll the

works o f creation
,
a n d dispen ses grace

,
mercy

,

and justice w ith un errin g accura cy amon gst the
sons o f men . The foot o f th e la dder is pla ced o n
the earth to den ote the stab ility o f Providen ce
a n d its top reaches the heaven s to show tha t the
design s o f Omn ipoten ce are w ithout limit ; the

w hich ha ve been a tta ched to it a t diff eren t periods a s it pa ssed
through th e ha n ds o f our brethren o f th e la st cen tury ; a n d th e
result w ill shortly be pla ced before th e fra tern ity.
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inn umerable staves or rounds on w hich the an gels
move poin t out their cea seless superin ten d a n ce

over human a ffa irs ; the an gels ascen din g are
min isters o f providen ce go in g up to the Throne
o f grace to ma ke their commun ication s a n d to
receive comma n ds ; a n d those descendin g are
charged w ith commissions to comfort the souls
of the just .
The Theological v irtues, Fa ith, Hope a n d Char
ity

,
each with its appropria te

. symbol, and the
former w ith her foot upon the Ho ly B ible, o ccupy
the most promin ent station s on the ladder, to
in tima te tha t th e on ly true road to heaven is
through three ga tes

,
o f w hich they keep th e keys .

No o n e ca n ascen d even the first step w ithout the
assistan ce o f Fa ith ; n either can he pass th e cen tre
o f the ladder un less he be supported by Hope .
The summit is un der the guardianship of Charity

,

to show
,
that although th e christian may have

passed through th e tw o gates, yet he must po ssess
a still more ben ign an t a n d efficacious virtue

,
if he

w ould master the steep a scen t, a n d en ter the ever
la stin g lodge above. The ma son w h o is possessed
o f this la tter virtue, may justly be deemed to have
attain ed the summit o f his profession figuratively
speakin g, an etherea l man sion veiled from mortal
eye by the starry firmamen t and emblematically
depicted in a mason’s lodge by seven stars

, w ithout
w hich n umber o f regularly initiated brethren

, n o

lodge can be accoun ted perfect, n or any gentleman
be lega lly admitted into the order.
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CHAP. % I .

THE TRACING BOARDS OF A FELLOW CRAFT
AND A MASTER MASON.

An d h e w ith love of sa cred w isdom fir’d ,
Th e Mighty Prin ce w hose pious ha n d,

To th e etern a l foun t of truth a n d light
Tha t holy temple rea r’d

,

Th e pride a n d w on der o f Judea ’

s la n d
His grea t a n d comprehen sive min d

,

A n obler edifi ce d esign ’

d ,

Tha t time a n d en vy should defy
Foun ded on truth ’s etern a l ba se,
V a st a s th e ample boun ds o f spa ce,

An d sa cred to fra tern a l un ity.

”

RODWELL WRIGHT.

THE Tracin g Boards of the secon d degree are
tw o in n umber. Some l ittle improvemen t h a s been
made in the first

,
w hich o therw ise is essen tia lly the

same as that w hich is described in the Historical
Landmarks o f Masonry, Lect . xvi, to w hich I
aga in refer

,
as it will be un n ecessary to reca pitulate

the explanations w hich have been made in that
comprehen sive w ork

,
because it is in the han ds o f

every zealous mason throughout the universe .
It w ill be seen that the two great Pillars are

omitted
,
and the figure of a man has been added
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w hich alone might afford a series of useful a n d

en tertain in g speculation s to complete our progress
alon g the mystical ascent ; for having passed over
the three, five, and seven steps, w hen from its

summit we look back upon the latter division, the
creation of the un iverse is naturally suggested to
our minds, w hich w a s effected in six equal portions
of time, while the seven th w a s consecrated to rest
and worship . They also represen t the Sephiroth,
or mysterious ladder of the Jew s, con sisting of

seven steps
,
crow ned by the sacred trin ity.

The win din g staircase is flanked by orn amen ted
pilasters, against which are placed the la rger
Cherubim o f the Temple

,
supportin g the pen

ta lph a a n d the seal of Solomon . Adjo in in g these,
and fron ting the supports of the gallery or lobby
w hich leads to the Middle Chamber, are tw o arched
pan els

,
con tain in g the workin g tools o f a Fellow

craft, viz ., the square, the level, a n d the plumb.

The square is used amongst operative mason s to
try and adjust all irregular angles o f buildings,
a n d to assist in brin gin g rude matter in to due
form ; the level is used to lay lines and prove
horizon tals ; a n d the plumb to try a n d adjust all
uprights w hile fixin g on the ir proper basis . By
speculative masons these in strumen ts are applied
to the regulation of conduct. The square teaches
morality

,
th e level equality, a n d the plumb upright

ness o f life a n d action . Thus by the moral appii
cation o f these working tools the Fellow craft
hopes to ascend to the Grand Lodge above .
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In the second Tracing Board we are favoured
w ith a perspective view ,

lookin g from betw een the
Pillars into the Holy Place, w ith the Sa n ctum
Sanctorum at the farthest extremity ; a n d the meet
in g of Solomon and the queen of Sheba w ith
Hiram Kin g o f Tyre ; w hich have been introduced
a s figures that an adequate idea may be formed o f
the magn itude of the pillars a n d the dimensions
o f the Most Holy Place . As the n ame of the
queen of Sheba has been con nected w ith Free
mason ry from the earliest times, it may not be
un in terestin g to ascertain w h o she w a s. Bruce
says that amongst the Arabs her name w a s Belkis ;
while the Abyssin ians called her Ma cqued a . Our

Saviour denominates her queen o f the South a n d

says that she came from the uttermost parts of the
earth to hear the w isdom of Solomon . It is u n
certain w hether she were a Jew ess or a Pagan ;
but it is clear that she visited Solomon w ith the
in tention o f puzzlin g him by hard a n d un an sw er
able questions . She appears to have been a person
o f learning ; because the reason she assign ed for
coming to him was to try whether fame had not
exaggerated the report of his wisdom .

In this subsidiary Tracin g Board we find the
decoration s of the Pillars accurately pourtayed
with lily work, net w ork, and pomegranates, de
noting unity, peace, and plenty. The ir construe
tion was the first important w ork performed by
the chief architect Hiram Abiff. Together they

.

were 35 cubits in height or 17% cubits each.

N 3
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Jeremiah says, their thickn ess w a s four fingers
breadth, for they w ere hollow a n d formed of cast
brass . The circumferen ce w a s 1 2 cubits, a n d the
diameter 4 and the chapiters in all 5 cubits high .

They w ere surmounted by spherical bodies on

which w ere delineated maps of the terrestrial a n d
celestial globes ; in struction s in w hich ancien tly
formed on e chief employment o f a Fellow craft’s
Lodge . The hollow space w ithin the cylin ders
was used as archives of mason ry and to ho ld the
constitutional records

,
for which they w ere su ffi

cien tly capacious .
These pillars are surmounted by the acknow
ledged symbo l o f the Holy Spirit o f God, a
hoverin g do ve betw een tw o cherubims in th e act
o f worship . The holy pla ce is go rgeously en riched
with cherubims

,
to represent th e hosts o f an gels

attendin g to execute th e divin e w ill a n d pleasure
a n d also with palm trees a n d w reaths o f flow ers .
Dr. Kitto justly suspects that these palm trees
formed:a sort of pila sters for certain ly that seems
to be the fo rm in w hich a palm tree, carved in re

lief
,
might be exhibited to most adva n tage . The

figure o f the palm tree w a s w ell suited for ,
th is

purpose
, or for pillars, or for a n y form of orna

men tal exhibition . The selection o f this form
corresponded w ith o n e o f the mo st pure charac
teristics of Egyptian taste ; as did also th e form
of the lotus

,
w hich w a s given to the on ly tw o

pillars
, of which w e read in the description o f

th e Temple . We do not wish to say that Egypt



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


1 38

this document the veil of separation betw een % ew
and Gen tile is wholly withdraw n

, a n d the myste~

riou s con tents of the Most Holy Place displayed
to public view . These w ere the Ark o f the
Coven an t with the Propitia tory or Mercy Seat

,

overshadow ed by th e divin e Shekin ah
,
w hich some

thin k was nothin g more than the Sacred Name or
Word. Landseer con j ectures that the Asherim of

the Hebrews w ere surrounded by the Name of the
Lord Jehovah expressed in Hebrew characters.
This he den omin ates a Mystery ; a n d adds

,

% let
the reader refer to those passages in the Lamen
tation s of the Hebrew poets where the phrase, th e
Name of th e Lord occurs, and let h im observe the
min gled sen timen t o f woe a n d detestation tha t is
felt by th e author of some o f the psa lms

, w hen
the Babylon ia n in vaders had violated the san ctuary

,

a n d cast the NAM E of th e Lord to the ground.

”

The Cherubim
,
accordin g to the opin ion of the

Rabb i Solomon, w ere pictured in human shape
,
in

the form of youn g men ; because the an gels ap
peared in that form to Abraham, Lot, and others
and they were made w ith w in gs

,
because w hen the

an gels w ere despatched o n a n y divine commiss ion,
they w ere said to fly. The description o f those
w hich Solomon made states that they stood upright
upon their feet ; and w ere in ten ded to represen t
the glo ry of God . Dr. Willet, in his Hexapla ,
in stitutes a curious comparison betw een the
Cherubim of Mo ses a n d those added by So lomon .

He says they differed in the matter, on e being
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all of
'

gold
,
and the other of olive tree overlaid

w ith gold. They differed also in magn itude .
Their w in gs w ere spread a ll on e w ay, a n d they
stood together ; w ith o n e .win g they touched o n e

another
,
a n d w ith the other they touched th e

w alls on each side ; w hile the Cherubims of

Moses stood at the two en ds o f the Mercy Seat .
Solomon’s Cherubims looked both tow ards the
east

,
while those of Moses looked n orth and south.

In the Holy of Holies o f the tabernacle there
w ere on ly tw o cherubims, while in the temple
there w ere four.”

The emblems of mortality which decorate the
coffin, are thus commen ted on in the mason ic fun eral
service . What are all the extern als of majesty

,

the pride o f w ealth, or charms o f beauty
,
when

nature claims her just debt ? Let us support w ith
propriety the character of our profession

,
advert

to the n ature o f our solemn en ga gemen ts
,

a n d

supplicate the divin e grace to en able us to pursue
with un w earied assiduity the sacred ten ets o f our

order. Thus shall we secure the favour of that
eternal bein g w hose goodn ess and pow er can kn ow
n o boun d ; and prosecute our journ ey w ithout
dread or apprehen sion

,
to a far distan t country

w hen ce n o traveller returns . By th e light of the
divin e coun tenance w e sha ll pass without tremblin g
through those gloomy mountain s w hen all thin gs
are forgotten, and at that great and tremendous
day, when arraign ed at the bar of divin e justice

,

judgment shall be pronounced in our favour
,
we
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sha ll receive the rew ard of our virtue, by a cquiring
the possession o f an immortal inheritance

, w here
joy flows in on e continued stream, and no mound
can check its course .”

Amongst the most remarkable symbols on this
Tracing Board, that of the central cavity w here
the lost was found, is most conspicuous . By this
emblem we represent the beginn ing o f life, and
the circle we run until the momen t w hen w e arrive
at the end

,
and at our eterna l destin ation . The

working tools of a Master Mason consist o f a pair
o f compasses, a skirret, and a pencil . The skirret
acting o n a cen tre pin , is used to mark out the
groun d of a n ew building ; with the pen cil th e
Master draw s hi s plan s for the direction of th e

w orkmen ; and by the use o f the compasses he
ascertain s their limits a n d proportions with accuracy
and truth . These tools, a s in both the former
cases

,
are made subservient to the purposes of

morality. Thus as the skirret h a s a chalked lin e
attached to it, it points out the straight line of
duty chalked out in the sacred Word o f God ;

the pen cil teaches that our w ords and actions are
recorded in the book of God’s remembrance to be
brought against us at the day of judgment. The
compasses are an emblem of divine justice, which
has given us a law

,
a n d left us free to chuse or

refuse whether w e w ill obey it or n ot
, with the

certainty of reward or punishment according to
our w orks . If w e attend to the tea ching of these
working tools

,
and perform the duties which they
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life will be followed by another which will never
have an en d . The Tracing Board points out th e
resurrection of the dead, a n d a future state of re
wards a n d punishments, to be distributed according
to the measure of our faith and practice ; a n d its
silen t emblems eloquen tly exhort us so to pa ss
through things temporal, that we may n o t fin ally
lose the thin gs that are eternal . If w e live right
eously, the way to heaven is open to us . If w e

wipe aw ay the tears from the orphan ’s cheek
,
and

bring h im up to virtue and to God —if w e make
the w idow’s heart to sin g for joy —if w e cheer
our w orthy

,
aged

,
and in firm Bro ther in his dow n

w ard passage to the grave, we shall have ca use to
rejoice in the testimon y o f our con scien ce, that in
a ll simplicity and godly sin cerity we have had our
con versation in the w orld.

These are the proper pursuits of Speculative
Mason ry ; a n d if it be practised w ith a v iew of
in creasin g the Faith

,
a n d Hope, a n d Charity of its

professors ; and o f producin g a luxurian t harvest
o f Temperance

,
Fortitude

,
Prudence

,
and Justice,

Brotherly Love
,
Relief

,
and Truth, it w ill show

forth its good works to the glory of our Father
which is in heaven . And then

At thy shrin e, 0 Ma son ry,
Sha ll a dmirin g n a tion s ben d

In future times thy son s sha ll see
Thy fame from po le to pole exten d.

To w orlds un kn ow n thy h ea v ’

n -born light dispen se,
An d systems ow n thy sa cred in fluen ce.
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CHAP. % II.

LABOUR AND REFRESHMENT.

Aftyr mete they w en t to pla y,
Alle th e folk a s I you sa y,

Some to chambre a n d some to bow ere,
An d some to th e h ie tow re,
An d some in th e ha lle stode.

”

METRICAL ROMANCE .

Alexa n der subdued th e w orld, Cesa r h is en emies, Hercu les
mon sters, but h e tha t overcomes h imself is th e true va lia n t
ca pta in .

”—HOWELL.

OUR brethren of the last century, with a view
to the more complete accommodation o f the mem
bers

,
h a d their lodges furnished with a long table

exten din g from east to west down the centre o f the
room ; a n d in cases where the lodge was numerous,
tw o , flan ked by ben ch es with backs—leaving a
commodious passage at each end for uses w hich
every brother is acquainted w ith ; and in the latter
case

,
the Senior Warden occupied the north-west

,

and the Junior Warden the south- w est end. On

these tables were disposed a pair of 1 8 - in . globes ;
the perfect ashlar suspended from a Lew is, and
affixed to a winch ; and sometimes an air pump,
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a n armillary sphere, a n d a small philosophical
apparatus, as well as the usual orn amen ts, furn i
ture

,
a n d jew els . The effect was imposin g ; and

I thin k w e have gained nothin g by its sacrifice . I
confess I prefer this disposition of a lodge for
man y reason s . It preven ts that indiscriminate
arran gement of the members w hich occa sion ally
creates much con fusion

,
by placin g the brethren

more completely un der the Master’s eye
,
and con

sequen tly un der his command ; for in the present
arran gemen t Of the lodge room, opportunities
are afforded for priva te conven tion s a n d con ver
sa tion s, w hich are the bane o f societies con stituted
o n the pla n o f mason ry

,
a n d a v iolation of the

ancien t charges o f the order
, w hich positively for

bid them to hold private committees or separate
conversation, without leave from the Master ; n ot

to talk of a n y thing impertin ently or unseemly,
nor in terrupt the Master or Warden s, or a n y
brother speaking to the Master ” Such con duct
is sure to prove a n obstacle to the good govern
men t of the lodge, o n w hich the stability a n d

success of the in stitution in a great measure de
pen d.

Besides
,
the table w a s a gen uine Floor Cloth

,

or great Tracing Board, n ot merely affordin g an
Opportun ity for every brother to reflect on the use
a n d application o f the various symbols w hich he
has con tin ua lly before his eyes, that poin t the way
to a series of invaluable conclusion s, each of w hich
en forces some virtue, or in culcates some moral
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h a s better understood the nature of ma n . He has
a ssign ed hours for labour and hours for refresh
men t a n d he has appointed certa in physical
appea rances to determin e beyond the possibility
o f mistake, the recurren ce of those stated periods
o f time . The Sun rises in the East, and calls him
to labour ; it gains its meridian in the South, and
summons h im to refreshment ; a n d it sets at len gth
in the West, to remin d him that repose is necessary
to restore his exhausted strength for another day
o f toil . On this principle Freemasonry was origi
nally founded ; and no squeamish taste, or fa stid
ious Opinion ought to induce us to abandon it.
The practice has received the sanction Of all
a ntiquity, a n d forms o n e o f the unchangeable
landmarks p f the o rder.
Besides, its d isuse precludes the duty o f on e o f

the three Pilla rs o f the lodge, the Pillar of Beauty,
a n d v irtually an n uls his Office ; a n d h ow can a
lodge be supported if o n e of its main Pillars be
removed 3 This Officer proclaims aloud at the
Open in g o f every lodge, tha t his duty is

%
to call

the men from labour to refreshmen t, a n d from
refreshment to la bour, that pleasure a n d profit
may be the mutual result —but in practice he
n ever discharges any such duty, a n d therefore
becomes lia ble to the imputation of n egligen ce,
and h is Offi ce of inutility. How does this agree
with the an cient charge which directs the Warden s
to be true to the Master a n d Fellow s

, taking care of
a ll things bo th within and without the lodge, that
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the Lord’s work be not retarded But the Junior
Warden

, by our presen t customs has no option
but to neglect his duty

,
by w hich therefore the

Lord’s w ork is retarded, a n d he becomes amenable
to the pen alty o f disobedien ce .
I am n o t ashamed to acknow ledge that I like

the good Old custom of moderate refreshment
durin g lodge hours, because, under proper restric
tion s

,
I am persuaded tha t it is con son an t w ith

ancient usage . The follow in g are the routine cere
mon ies w hich were used o n such occasion s by our

brethren o f the last century. At a certa in hour
Of the evenin g, and by certain ceremonies, the
lodge was called fi om labour to refreshment when
the brethren en joyed themselves w ith decen t
merrimen t,

”
a n d the son g, and the toast, prevailed

for a brief period. The son gs w ere usua lly on

mason ic subjects
,
as printed in the old Books of

Con stitutio n s, and other works ; and although the
poetry is sometimes n ot o f th e cho icest kin d, yet
several of them may class amon gst th e best compo
sition s o f the d ay. Each son g had its appropriate
toast ; a n d thus the brethren w ere furnished w ith
the materia ls for passin g a social hour. And I ca n
say from experience, that the time o f refreshment
in a masonic lodge, as it w a s con ducted up to the
Union in 1 8 1 3, w a s a period o f unalloyed happi
n ess a n d ration al en joyment. All w a s peace,
harmon y, and brotherly love . The song appeared
to have more zest than in a private company ; the
toa st thrilled more v ividly upon the recollection ;

O 3
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and th e small modicum o f punch with which it
w a s honoured, retain ed a higher flavour than th e
same potation, if produced at a private board.

With w hat a profoun d expression of pleasure have
I Often seen this characteristic toast received

TO h im tha t a ll thin gs un derstood,
To h im tha t foun d th e ston e a n d w ood,
To h im th a t ha pless lost h is blood,

In do in g o f h is duty .

To tha t blest a ge, a n d tha t blest morn ,

Whereon those three grea t men w ere born ,
Our n oble scien ce to a dorn ,

With Wisdom, Stren gth, a n d Bea uty.

Alas % most of the brethren of the times I speak
o f, have gon e to their lon g home a n d all but my
self have bid adieu to mason ry for ever
Durin g these happy moments, the brethren
entered w ith much un ction upon their refresh
ments ; w hich w ere gen erally con ducted w ith grea t
decorum in obedien ce to the old Gothic Con stitu
tions

,
which direct the brethren to en joy them

selves with inn ocent mirth
,
treatin g on e a nother

according to ability, but avoidin g all excess ; not
forcin g any brother to eat or drin k beyond his ow n
inclin ation, accordin g to the Old Regulation of
Kin g Ah a sh u eru s ; nor hin derin g him from goin g
home w hen he pleases, lest the blame of their ex
cess be un justly thrown upon the fratern ity. No

private piques
,
no quarrels about nation s, families,

religions, or politics, must be brought w ithin the
door of the lodge ; for as masons, w e are of the
o ldest Catholic Religion, a n d o f all n ation s upon
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larger than a tailor’s thimble . And it is a well
attested fact

,
that the Freemason ’s Lodges

,
even

in those times of universal ebriety
,
were less liable

to exception than any other associations of the time,
n otwithstan ding the authority of Hoga rth

’
s libel

lous portrait of S ir Thomas de V eill, in his picture
o f Night

,
which is a w retched a n d defamatory

caricature, unworthy o f its author, although in
keeping w ith the current slanders circulated to th e
prejudice o f the craft ; for a strikin g excellen ce o f
the masonic system is

,
its dissuasives from in temp

era n ce on which, as we have just seen , the ancient
charges are very pointed. In deed Temperance, as
on e Of the cardin al virtues

,
is held in the highest

estimation , in the system o f mason ry.

When I was the Worshipful Master of a lodge,
the refi esh men ts were abstemious a n d moderate .
The amoun t for each brother was strictly limited
to three small glasses o f punch

,
a n d this w a s

seldom exceeded
,
except at the annual festival

,

w hen a pin t Of win e was allow ed a n d I am appre

h en sive that a similar regulation w a s adopted by
most other lodges ; at least I n ever met with an
exception on ordinary occasions. Under such re
strictions, masonry w a s not likely to be charged
with intemperance and excess . It is n ot to be
denied but there were some brethren w h o displayed
an anxiety to have the allow ance in creased ; but
the character of masonry prevented them from
persistin g in their deman ds ; and I should thin k
a n instance of a lodge, in these days, addicted to
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intemperance was n ot to be found. It would have
been a rara avis in terris, n igroque simillima cygn o .

The mason of the last century, I am afraid, was
not constitutionally temperate ; but the fault was
not in the system, it w a s in the temper of the
times . NO public literary or scientific pursuit was
carried on w ithout bein g washed down by numer
ou s potations ; a n d it is sooth to say that most of
the private students of the time were addicted to
the same practice.
The present age has reversed the custom

,
and

fallen in to an extreme equally reprehensible
, a n d

at variance with scripture and reason . The prin
ciple is carried to such an extent by some o f the
Grand Lodges in the United States o f America

,

that they have enjoined total abstinen ce o n the
brethren as a matter Of duty. In the annual Re
port Of the Committee of Foreign Correspondence

,

appo in ted by the Grand lodge of New York
,
in

in the year 1 842, we find the followin g passage
Let us commend and congratulate our beloved
brethren of Ohio, for having grappled with and
subdued a more formidable enemy than even that
Of rebellion—INTEMPERANCE . The attention of

the Gran d lodge of this state was directed to this
enormous evil many years ago . In June

, 1 8 1 6,

the follow in g Resolution was adopted
,
and is still

o n e o f the Regulation s Of this Grand Lodge .
‘ The use of distilled spirits in Lodge Rooms

,
at

the meetings Of the Lodges, is of evil example,
and may be productive of pernicious effects, and
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th e same is therefore expressly forbidden under
a n y pretence w hatever To the fraternity in
Ohio, we are in debted for the first bold stan d in
a subordin ate lodge in favour o f total abstin en ce
from in toxica tin g drin ks ; and w hile it appea rs to
be un iversally approved, they con demn a n y in n ova
tion upon the ancien t La n dma rks referrin g the
cause to the grea t and all pow erful test o f the sub
lime prin ciples o f our order, w hich disqualify the
in ebriate from a participation in our rites, a n d by
enforcin g which, in temperance must soon skulk
from our borders, a n d be a n ame kn own on ly to be
abhorred by every member o f the fraternity. Let
non e be initiated w h o have the least b ias tow ards
intemperance, a n d let the initiated w h o are its
v ictims

,
be admonished, a n d w e shall soon be clear

o f this blot upon our escutcheon .

”

We are un able how ever to give this regu lation
a decided approval, w ithout first know in g the cir
cumsta n ces un der which the in junction has been
issued . It appea rs more reason able to believe
that total abstin en ce is con trary to our nature, a n d
at variance with the divin e intention in placin g
man on earth .

It is con trary to the nature o f man to drin k
water on ly

,
because

,
in most cases, the elemen t is

impure a n d pernicious. Professor Clark, in his
lecture in the thea tre o f the Royal Polytechn ic
In stitution

,
on the subject of the impurities exist

in g in water, stated that
% serious fears ought to

be enterta ined of th e consequences of swa llowing
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as their Chymistry . In order to explain the men
tion o f wine in scripture

,
they try to make out

that it is un fermented w in e
,
in stead o f perceivin g

that the great prin ciple o f scripture is, (a s might
be illustrated by passages innumerable

,) tha t it i s
the abuse, not th e use of a thing in which the sin
lies . I thin k teetotallers are in some sort

,
mora lly

in toxicated upon this poin t a n d judgin g from
their conduct upon too man y occasio n s

,
I might

almost say they w ere labourin g un der a species Of
delirium tremens .”

This rea sonin g is con son an t w ith religion . When
the Almighty in ten ded to bestow the grea test
ea rthly blessin gs o n his fa voured people

,
he prom

ised to give them for the ir in herita n ce, a la n d o f
Oil a n d w in e, o f fields a n d vin eyards because
w in e ma keth glad the hea rt o f ma n , a n d Oil

giveth him a cheerfu l counten an ce .” 4 An d even
un der the presen t comparative n eglect of th e vin e in
Palestin e, it is allow ed tha t grapes and clusters o f
mo st extraordin ary size are common . D oubd a n

,

in traversing th e coun try about Bethlehem,
foun d

a most delightful valley planted with vin es
,
w hich

appeared to him of the choicest kind. He w a s

not there in proper time to make a n y observations
o n the size of the clusters but he w a s a ssured by
the mon ks

,
that they still found some , even in the

present neglected state of the coun try, w eighin g

3 See Numb . xvi . l4. Deut. v i. ii. v ii. 13. xi. 14. xii. 17. xiv.

23. 51 . 1 Chron . ix . 29, et pa ssim .

4 Ps. civ. 15 .
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ten or twelve pounds . Reland also says that a
merchan t who had resided several years at Ramah
in this neighbourhood, assured him that he had
there seen bunches of grapes weighin g ten pounds
each. Forster mentions that he knew a mon k who
had spent eight yea rs in Pa lestine

,
and had been

at Hebron in the same district, w here he saw
clusters as large as tw o men could conveniently
carry.

5

Can the advocates of total abstinence suppose
that a ll the abundan ce of rich fruit which Palestin e
produced was con sumed in its crude state ? D O

they forget the w me presses which w ere subjected
to tithe from their great value ? 6 DO they forget
the win e fa ts mention ed by Isaiah,7 or the win e
cella rs of David 9 Do they forget that when the
Israelites were threatened with plagues, on e o f the
severest was, an abstin ence from win e, thou
shalt pla nt vineya rds, but thou shalt not drin k of

the win e, nor gather the grapes, for the worms
shall eat them ?” 9 DO they forget that when the
prophet reproved the hypocrisy o f the Jews

,
he

called that hypocrisy a moral drunkenness
,
they

are drun ken, but n ot with wine
,

” l o—intimatin g
that the former was the most debasing vice ? They
must have overlooked these, and many other scrip
tural facts connected with the use Of win e

,
before

5 See more of this in th e Pictoria l Bible un der Numb . 23.

5 Numb . xviii . 27. 7 Isa i . lxi ii . 2.

3 1 Chron . xxvii. 27 9 Den t. 39.

10 Isa i. xxix. 9.
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they could make up their minds to advocate
,
under

whatever circumstances, the doctrine o f tota l ab
stin en ce.

While w e contend, however, that the fruits of
the earth were vouchsafed by the divine goodness
to be used by ma n

, let it not be understood that
w e have the slightest intention o f vindicatin g the
abuse o f them, w hich, o n the contrary we consider
to be a vio lation Of God’s gracious design. St.
Paul rebukes the Corin thians 1 1 for being drunken
at their feasts ; but in the very same chapter, to
show them the difference betw een temperance and
total abstinen ce, he takes w ine himself, and cele~

brates the Lord’s Supper. Those, therefore, who
would abolish w ine beca use it in toxicates w hen
taken to excess, a n d w ould substitute some other
beverage of their o w n in ven tion , even at the holy
sacramen t, are eviden tly overlookin g the sanction,
a n d violatin g the comman d, both of Christ and his
Apostles. But St. Paul in his exhortation s to
temperance

,
in cludes meats as well as drinks

,
total

abstin ence therefore, to be consisten t, should do
the same for in the scriptures, glutton y is alw a ys
classed w ith drunkenness, and they are equally
condemned.

But while I fin d the Saviour of mankind recom
mending n ew w ine to be put in to n ew bottles ; 12

-w hen he denominates Judea, which was the
fin est country upon earth, the Lord’s vin eyard
by w ay o f excellence —when I find him drin kin g

1 Cor. xi. 12 Ma tt. ix . 19.
13 Ma rk l .
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